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T he Rhoda | val Circu f 1919-22 
wa re rT sever new circuseé tnat crof 
peaq up in the immediate period f llowin 
World War |. It w lesigned t t 
ndvantaae t ti } 1 time r pr 
perit r tne country oused Tne Cc 
celerate wor tim econom r tne 
amusement hungry populace wnic ifter 
1 year and half of war and ifs nece f 
restrictior nm circuse Ina tTner amusé 
ment were now anxious ft live it uf 
aqgain. Like ther f its kind the Rhoda 


" > . ’ _ , 
with ] ale 


RR val Circu 


made a pot full f money riagnt away 
enlarged, and was on its way to prosperity 
but wa nm caught in the middle f the 


harp 1921 recession which quickly whit 


tled away the earlier profits and mad 
the show a candidate for bankruptcy a 
few da\ iTter the tart t the 1922 
eg nm 

The show wa wned and operated by 
three well known and pabl howmen 
all well experienced itr utdoor Ow 
busines They were Rhoda | i! Dor 
win C rawn nd WHarry Kid Hunt 

Although thi irticle lea! Orimarily 
with the Rt | , now Wool Ww 
n the r 1 tr tour Ison f 919 
22 hort | karound for eac f the 
inree wner " if rder it | ketcny 
course a ) volume uld be written on 
eacn f the three iortu nowmen. eacn 
f woaicn wrote hi name in hi wn 
particular way in the anna! f American 
show history 

Rhoda Royal, for whom the snow we 


named. was born in |866 and en'‘ered 
early ae Hi 


with the Adam 


circu Dusine if wn 


first circus experience wa 





Forepaugh Circu ind he was in cnargat 
f the ring stock on that show as early, 
is 1884. The late Walter L. Main onc 
aid that Royo tarted ff with Fore 
paugn driving a team of mall mule 
nd nm acquired the nickname of 
‘Muley Roval wa in charae ft the 
ring stock n Rinaling Br in the 9Q 
ind joined the Walter L. Main Circu 
is t hostler in mid season 1899. The 
Main show wa ld following that sea 
n and did not tour in |190Q0. Royal and 
Joe Berris leased 8 or 9 cars from W. L 
Main that had not beer Id and the tw 
took out a railroad circus for the 1900 
eason. Don Marck fother reviewed the 
how at Pittsfield, Ma Aug. 17, 1900 
ind his note how that the circus had 


May-June, Fe | 


1919 -1922 


mI j . 

train ; + cot which included 5 flat 
TOC} na 2 les Del ; me Z| wagon 
r wnic! C wer caqé loaded nm tne 


f ) nd ¢t rri used the title T 





THE GREAT RHODA ROYAL AUSTRAL 
AN RAILROAD SHOWS. Th fficia 

1am for lOO! } isted in +! 
Marc 3 ection w f “ 


5srand T urnamenft 


iovelty Burlesque Clown 


5. Madame Royal and her tandem t 


Ar I wIaNn Hi rsé Bla kK Prince nda 
Golden King 

6 Trick mule and IOnNKeY 
M‘lle Petit B un ina wire 





Rhoda Royal, photo taken on Ringling Bros. 
World's Greatest Shows, season 1898. 
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By Joseph T. Bradbury 
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bac! f two larger horse 

6. M. & Madame Royal High school 
menage act 
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V L. Main stated that for the 1900 
eason Royal and Berris paid him $15,000 
n the equipment and banked $9,000 
for themselve but that they made the 
mistake r trying t perat all winter 
in Fl rida in early 19Q! and a ) Fe ult 
lost their earnings and their equipment 
Main rep essed the equipment 

Royal then worked with a variety t 
how inciuding Walter L. Main who re 
turned to the road after a years lay off 
ind lasted through the 1904 season 


primarily connected with th 
ring stock. He was an 
trainer and Main give 
riginatin 
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Band in front of Baggage Wagon, Ludington, Michigan, May 30, 1921 


knaw and worked with Royal say he was 
a very likeable fellow, honest, trusting, 
and who often got the worst end of a 
bargain. He was a good looking man 
who wore a handlebar mustache, but he 
could scarcely read and write. Royal was 
a real lover of horses and in 1919-22 
when he owned the show bearing his 
name he could be observed walking 
around with his spurs on. He often would 
drive the 8 horse team when there was 
no driver for it. He was always best 
known for his training and working with 
horses, ond was often successful in circus 
ownership and promotional ventures, but 
like so many in the business he had his 
share of ups and downs. For several sea- 
sons about 1910 he promoted a big in- 
doors circus that played sponsored dates. 
A 1910-11 folder for the Buffalo Bill- 
Pawnee Bill Wild West Show lists Rhoda 
Royal ond Ray Thompson as head of the 
list of menage riders. In the period 1912- 
16 he was on the Sells-Floto Circus. 
Royal also ocquired a herd of elephants, 
having owned as many as nine different 
bulls. In 1918 he leased four elephants 
to the Coop & Lent Motorized Circus 
while Royal himself that season had other 
elephants on Polack Bros. World at Home 
Shows, one of the leading carnivals of 
that day. In 1919 when Royal, Hunt, and 
Hawn started the Rhoda Royal Show, 
Royal still had a “‘circus’’ show on the 
World at Home Carnival including two 
elephants, Carrie and Muggins. 


Royal’s wife, Carrie, was also an ac- 
complished horsewoman and trainer and 
was his devoted partner and companion 
in all their circus experiences. 

Darwin C. Hawn was born in 1875 
and entered circus business in the early 
90’s with Sells Bros. His obituary in 
1950 listed him as having served with 
Sells Bros., Forepaugh-Sells, Barnum & 
Bailey, Buffalo Bill, Walter L. Main, Col. 
Cummings Wild West, Campbell Bros., 
and J. H. Eschman. He served in a 
variety of jobs from general agent, sup- 
erintendent, to manager. He was con- 
tracting agent for the J. H. Eschman Cir- 
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cus in 1915. People who knew him des- 
cribed him as a gaod old guy, one who 
started as a baggage stock hand and 
worked himself up into responsible posi- 
tions. He had a very kind disposition 
behind a rough, ‘eat em alive” exterior. 
He used to wear a large black hat and 
a rather long black coat. In the early 
days he was known as “‘Slim’’ Hawn 
although in later days he grew very 
portly. 

Kid Hunt, whose real name was Thad- 
deus Gerig, was a rather small man who 
had his start in the minstrel field. He 
was crippled somewhat during the war 
as a result of being ridden out of Dyers- 
burg, Tenn. on a rail. It was during 
World War ! and hands were short, ond 
although Hunt had a license for his 
minstrel show to play the town, the 
citizens forbid the show, claiming it 
would draw their colored help’s attention 
away from the work. Hunt sued for a 
larg2 sum of money and eventually won 
$5,000. People later used to ask him 
if he remembered the time he had a 
five grand day at Dyersburg, Tenn. with 
a minstrel show. Hunt was on outstand- 
ing nut dealer in his day and used to 
spread his joint in front of the marquee 
with the minstrel show when it could 
be straightened out. He used to have 
a nice pony and cart and he led the 
parade with the Old Kentucky Minstrels, 
and Sugar Foot Greene From New Or- 
leans Shows. At one time he also used 
the name of George W. Murray Famous 
Georgia Minstrels, a name he lifted off 
a tombstone in North Little Rock, Ark. 
cemetery. Hunt had operated minstrel 
shows for a number of seasons before 
teaming up with Royal and Hawn, and 
even while with the Rhoda Royal show, he 
continued to own a show titled A. G. 
Allen Minstrels, which was managed by 
A. G. Allen himself. 

Royal, Hawn, and Hunt formed a 
partnership in early 1919 and pro- 
ceeded to organize a gilly type railroad 
circus at Memphis, Tenn., which opened 
on May 19. 


Very few details ore available os to 
the exact size of the 1919 show and 
so far no photos of the show have been 
uncovered. That it was a gilly type rail 
show is certain and is believed to have 
started on 3 cars ond later enlarged to 
5 cars, and later on to 6. The May 29, 
1920 Billboard carried a report that 
a representative had looked over the 
Rhoda Royal show at Corry, Pa., May 19 
ond noted that the show had grown al- 
most overnight from a 3 car show to a 
15 car show. The Sept. 11, 1920 Bill- 
board quotes Sam Banks, local contractor, 
as stating that the Rhoda Royal show 
had grown in one year from a 6 car to 
a 15 car show. Notes in the Don Marcks 
collection state that the show at one 
time in 1919 traveled on 5 cars. Through- 
out the history of the Rhoda Royal show 
it displayed an amazing ability to adjust 
in size to varying conditions, by adding 
cars, or cutting cars, so as to meet the 
situation demanded. 

Details are likewise lacking as to the 
exact car makeup of the 1919 train. 
Bill Woadcack who was on the show far 
a time in 1920 and to whom we are in- 
debted for the detailed lineup of wagan 
and train equipment for 1920 says that 
he feels sure that a rather long coach 
with windows along the sides that had 
been converted into a stock car and had 
a door for end loading was carried in 
the 1919 train, and he suspects at least 
one of the sleepers used in 1920 was 
also there in 1919. Woodcock further 
says that he had been told once that the 
show used a gondola car in 1919 but 
that he did not believe it because re- 
gardless of how short rolling stock was at 
the time they surely could have done 
better than that and mentioned the 
frightful inconvenience of gillying stuff 
over the high sides of such a car. The 
show carried two elephants, Victor and 
Helen, which aided whatever baggage 
horses they had in pulling the gilly wag- 
ons back and forth to the lot. One re- 
port placed the number of stock on the 
show in .1919 at 30. A Billboard report 
in late season mentioned the show add- 
ing a car load of baggage stock. Wood- 
cock mentions the show had a “‘dilly’”’ 
of a cage wagon with one or more lions 
that first season, but that the cage was 
junked at quarters following the tour. 

The title selected for the 1919 show 
was RHODA ROYAL HIPPODROME AND 
OLD BUFFALO WILD WEST. Staff in- 
cluded Dan France, general agent; Frank 
Irvine, supt., Fred H. Ashley, supt. privi- 
leges; W. C. Chapman, legal adjuster; 
Harry McGowen, bandmaster; James W. 
Butler, manager sideshow. Acts presented 
in the performance included A. Potter 
and Gertrude Russell, high school horses; 
John Hock and Irene Smith, high jump- 
ing horses; Augustus Gomery and Al 
Dareah, fancy and trick riding; Mrs. 
Rhoda Royal, trained elephants; Mlle 
Kinson, posing and statues; Silver Tip 
Baker and wife, Wild West department; 
Texas Joe and wife, fancy roper, whips, 
brone riding etc.; Arizona Kid, sharp- 
shooting and pick up; and a half dozen 
other wild west and Indian performers. 
The feature act later became the Stick- 
ney Family of riders who joined in mid- 
season. As noted the performance was 
strong on equestrian and wild west acts 
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which was played up in the show’s billing. 
A sideshow was also carried. 

The size of the big top can be assumed 
to be in line with those carried on shows 
of similar size, about an 80 ft. round 
with three 30’s or 40’s. The May 10, 
1919 Billboard which told of the show’s 
opening mentioned that a feature of the 
circus would be a new war spectacle as 
the opening number of the program, 
and that negotiations were under way 
with the government for a French war 
tank to be used in advertising the circus 
when the show arrives in town. 

The new circus opened with a May 19- 
25 stand at the Memphis Centennial 
Exposition, Memphis, Tenn. and then 
headed for the coal regions of Kentucky 
and West Virginia. Business from the 
start was good and the show was a big 
success and made a pot full of money 
that first season. Good acts and compe- 
tent circus help went for a premium in 
1919 and throughout the season the 
show was continually advertising in the 
Billboard for musicians, performers, side- 
show personnel, billposters, canvas and 
seat men, in fact any and all kinds of 
circus people. 

The July 19, 1919 Billboard stated 
that Rhoda Royal had ordered new can- 
vas from the U. S. Tent and Awning Co. 
and he described business as ‘’super- 
fine.’’ The show remained in the moun- 
tains and coal fields until almost Sept. 1 
and from all reports reaped a healthy 
harvest. The Aug. 18 Billboard stated 
that the Rhoda Royal Hippodrome Shows 
did an immense business at Morgantown, 
W. Va., and a reviewer highly com- 
mended the performance. 

The Stickney Family of Riders, a top 
notch act, joined in late August after 
being stranded in Coshocton, Ohio when 
America’s Combined Motorized Circus, 
also called the U. S, Motorized Circus, 
owned by Frank P. Spellman, folded after 
a few days tour. 

The Sept. 13, 1919 Billboard reported 
the following activities under heading 
of Rhoda Royal Circus, ‘’The weather 
man has been very good to the Rhoda 
Royal Circus as have also the railroads, 
and the show is moving along under the 
direct eye of Harry Sells, as superintend- 
ent, E. S. Monroe, as boss canvasman, 
and Smith as sideshow man, in rapid 
style. A car load of circus acts was added 
to the show recently when the famous 
Stickney Family of Riders and other cir- 
cus acts of America’s Combined Motor- 
ized Circus joined. Jack Walsh also 
came on recently as light man and under 
his direction the lighting effects are 
great. Rhoda Royal may be seen here 
there and everywhere. Walter L. Main 
was a visitor last week,’’ 

After leaving the coal regions the 
show went south through the Carolinas, 
Georgia, and into Florida. 

The Nov. 29, 1919 Billboard under 
heading of ‘Rhoda Royal Circus, Having 
Most Profitable Season—-Will Play Five 
Weeks in Florida,’’ reported as follows, 
‘*Jacksonville, Fla, Nov. 24, 1919—~ 
Rhoda Royal, well known equestrian 
director and circus manager is here with 
several of his advance representatives 
making arrangement for the show’s en- 
gagement here next week. Mr, Royal 
reports a wonderful season playing thru 
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Mirror and Dragon Tableau Wagon in 1920 Parade. This was the Chandelier Wagon that came 
from Sparks Circus. 


West Virginia, Tennessee, North and 
South Carolina, and Georgia, and states 
that business was exceptionally good in 
the cotton and tobacco districts of the 
Carolinas. The show which is a three 
ring outfit with two stages and a big 
hippodrome track has been making all 
One day stands and is now heading to- 
wards Florida where it will play about 
five more weeks prior to closing for the 
season. Mr. Royal states that he has 
recently enlarged the show by adding 
two new cars which he purchased lately 
together with a car load of fine dappled 
gray baggage horses. A new Delco light 
plant has recently been installed on the 
show train and plans are now under way 
for the enlargement of the show for next 
season when it will take to the road as 
a twenty car shaw with a novelty program 
that will surprize many of Mr, Royal's 
old friends. Rhoda Royal has closed con- 
tracts for several indoor events for the 
winter season all of them under Shrine 
auspices and all of them in big and 
prosperous cities in the Middle West.’’ 

Late in the year due to a _ nation 
wide coal shortage the show train ran 
into rail transportation difficulties and 
an embargo finally made the show 
abandon rail travel altogether. For sever- 
al weeks the show then moved on Florida 
waterways on barges. For a time D. C. 
Hawn was ahead of the show and a man 
with him at the time later told how old 
Hawn used to sigh and groan and 
‘’Wonder’’ what sand bar they are stuck 
on tonight.’’ Wagons loaded on three 
large barges to move the show, 

The incomplete route for 1919 printed 
in this issue states that the show played 
Miami and then a stand Dec. 29-31 at 
Nassau. Just when the show finally 
closed is not definitely known, but it 
may have gone on for a week or so into 
January 1920. The Jan. 31, 1920 Bill- 
board reported that the Rhoda Royal 
Circus was still moving around in Florida 
on water due to recent rail transportation 


difficulties. Following the close of the 
season the show went into winter quar- 
ters at the Valdosta, Ga. fairgrounds. 
The initial season had been a tremendous 
success and plans were made to enlarge 
to a 15 car, flat car type, circus for 
the 1920 season. 

There is speculation that a change of 
title was contemplated for the 1920 sea- 
son. An advertisement appearing in the 
Jan. 17, 1920 Billboard stated ‘’Great 
Van Amburgh Circus and Oklahoma Bill’s 
Wild West wants all kinds of acts, per- 
sonnel, etc. Address Rhoda Royal, Jack- 
sonville, Fla.’’ However the title for 1920 
remained esentially the same with one 
version reading RHODA ROYAL WORLD 
TOURED SHOWS AND OLD BUFFALO 
WILD WEST with other variations of 
the title used in various printed matter. 

Rhoda Royal and his partners immedi- 
ately set out to acquire new equopment 
for the enlargement and their first trip 
was to nearby Macon, Ga. where Sparks 
Circus was wintering. The Feb. 7, 1920 
Billboard stated that Rhoda Royal had 
arrived in Macon and had purchased 4 
cages from Charles Sparks. The Feb. 14, 
1920 Billboard reported that D. C. Hawn 
and Rhoda Royal had purchased from 
W. P. Hall of Lancaster, Mo. two car 
loads of draft horses, some cat animals, 
6 car loads of tableaus and cages, in- 
cluding Mr, Hall’s famous bandwagon, 
and a 32 whistle steam calliope. Also 
the article mentioned that Rhoda Royal 
had purchased one car load of horses 
from Ringling-Barnum and a car load of 
tableaus and cages from Sparks Shows. 

The train when finally assembled for 
the 1920 season had 15 cars, one in 
advance and 14 back. The train make- 
up included 1 advance, 3 stock cars, 7 
flat cars, and 4 sleepers. The advance 
car had been with Roy Shelley’s ‘’Brown 
& Bowers Minstrels.“ One of the stock 
cars was a regular show stock car and 
carried baggage stock. A baggage car 
was used to carry ring stock, and the 
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third stock car was an old coach, a long 
one that was loaded and unloaded through 
an end door. This car carried baggage 
stock, elephants, and lead stock. The 
elephants and lead stock went into the 
dead end and had to be loaded before 
the baggage stock and unloaded after 
they had been taken out. The seven flat 
cars included 5 regular show flats built 
by the Venice Transportation Co. and 2 
system flats from a railroad. Four sleepers 
completed the train. 


Bill Woodcock says as he recalls it, 
the train was painted orange or yellow, 
with maybe both colors appearing as 
the cars were not uniformly painted or 
lettered. He says the sleepers and the 
tunnel car both had letters above and 
below the windows using the Rhoda Royal 
World Toured and Old Buffalo Wild West 
name. Woodcock says that while he was 
on the show in 1920 that they had a one 
armed painter and he lettered the stock 
car, ‘Rhoda Royal 3 Ring Circus,’’ but 
couldn’t remember whether the ring stock 
was lettered or not. Photos of the flat 
cars show them to have been lettered. 


Wagons were difficult to obtain and 


went for a premium in the period right — 


after World War | with everybody rolling 
in money and new circuses starting Out 
right and left. Most of the wagon equip- 
ment was obtained from W. P. Hall of 
Lancaster, Mo., with a tableau and 
several cages coming from Sparks. The 
show had only two real circus baggage 
wagons, the cookhouse wagon, and the 
stake and chain, both of which came 
from Hall. Seven U. S. army wagons were 


purchased from the government. These 
were open top affairs, similar to small 
prairie schooners. The gilly wagons from 
the 1919 show were used, but did not 


knock down, but were loaded on the 
flats instead. Two big log wagons with 
long reaches from front to back gear 
were also used for the pole and stringer 
wagons. No motor equipment nor water 
wagons were carried. When all of the 
equipment was assembled for the start 
of the 1920 season there were 30 pieces 
listed as follows: 


PARADE WAGONS 


1. Big, highly carved, band chariot 
wagon, from W. P. Hall. Was orig- 
inally on the Barnum & Bailey show. 
This wagon had been renovated at 
Lancaster and the wheels had mir- 
ror sunbursts, which as Bill Wood- 
cock says lasted for a while but it 
didn’t take long to break the mir- 
rors. 

. Great Wallace steam calliope pur- 
chased from W. P. Hall. . 

. Sparks Dragon & Mirror Tableau, 
purchased from Sparks Circus. Was 
used for the chandelier wagon and 
seldom went in parade. 

. No. 45 Tableau, big, heavy wheeled 
wagon. Used by sideshow band in 
parade and carried padroom and 
trunks. It had big rectangular mir- 
rors on sides and also had mirror 
sunbursts in the wheels. Was pur- 
chased from W. P. Hall and wagon 
originally was on Young Buffalo 
Wild West Show. 
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. Clown Band Tableau. Had some 
carvings and was painted green and 
gold. Carried trunks and probably 
came from W. P. Hall. 


. Miniature Tableau. Carved and car- 
ried ring stock trappings. Pulled by 
small mules in parade. May have 
come from either Sparks or Hall. 


. Unafon Wagon. Built from old 
cage wagon and probably purchased 
from W. P. Hall. Sideshow odds and 
ends loaded in the wagon. It was 
pulled by two bulls in parade. 


. Ticket Wagon Tableau. Was a re- 
build from an old Campbell Bros. 
tableau. Purchased from W. P. Hall. 
This was used to sell tickets from 
but actually the office was in the 
treasurer's stateroom on the train, 
as candy stands loaded in the wag- 
on. The cooch dancers rode parade 
on this one. 


CAGES AND DENS 


. Cage Wagon, carried an elk. Prob- 
ably from Sparks. 


. Cage Wagon, carried one male 
lion, probably from Sporks. 


. Cage Wagon, carried one female 
lion, probably from Sparks. 


. Old Sparks seal den, carried a black 
bear and two wolves, purchased 
from Sparks Circus. 

. Cage Wagon, containing emu, 
llama, and some trained dogs that 
belonged to old Bob Stickney. This 
is the one the elephant tandem 
pulled in parade. 

. Old Campbell Bros. Cage, carried 
one puma in front, with carpen- 


ter’s tool box, etc. in reor. Pur- 
chased from W. P. Hall. 


. Untamable Lion Den. This one was 
big as is customary, with side show 
plunder loaded in it with lion shifted 
up into front end. The captain rode 
this one in parade, inside, as was 
the custom. 

. Small Cage, carried peccaries and 
Rhesus monkeys. 


. Small Cage, carried an ocelot. 


BAGGAGE WAGONS 


. Cookhouse wagon, purchased from 
W. P. Hall. 


. Stake & Chain wagon, purchased 
from W. P. Hall. 


7 ARMY WAGONS 
PUT TO USE AS FOLLOWS 


. Big top canvas wagon. 
. Sideshow canvas wagon. 
. Properties wagon. 
. Pit show and midway joints wagon. 
. Jack wagon. 
Blue plank wagon. 
Reserve planks, star backs, wagon. 


2 IRON WHEELED GILLY WAGONS 
LOADED AS FOLLOWS 


27. Doc Stern’s pit show wagon. 
28. Menagerie canvas wagon. 


2 LOG WAGONS 
LOADED AS FOLLOWS 


29. Pole wagon. 
30. Stringer wagon. 


The two circus baggage wagons were 
painted red, while the ex-army wagons 
were painted the army color, a dingy 
gray. There was scarcely any place to 
do any painting on the two gilly and the 
two log wagons and they were usually 
just decorated with mud. 

The menagerie was adequate for a 15 
car show. The untamable lion den went 
into the sideshow and the two small 
cages with the ocelot and peccaries and 
Rhesus monkeys were placed in the side- 
show or in one of the pit shows. The 
other 6 cages went into the regular 
menagerie top. Bill Woodcock says that 
while he was on the show in 1920 the 
small cage carrying the ocelot was aban- 
doned on the lot one day, but doesn’t 
remember whether the animal had died, 
or was transferred to another cage. 
Most of the cage wagons were decorated 
with carvings and were equipped with 
sunburst wheels. 

Lead stock included four elephants, 
two young camels, a water buffalo, a 
zebu cow with a hybrid calf. All lead 
stock were normally housed in the me- 
nagerie top. The four elephants included 
Vic, Helen, Muggins, and Carrie, and 
all were personally owned by Rhoda 
Royal. All were rather young and small 
with Muggins the largest of the herd. In 
1919 Muggins and Carrie had been on 
the World at Home Shows. Vic, o tusker 
and Helen worked as a team, and Mug- 
gins, a tuskless male, and Carrie, named 
for Mrs. Royal, pulled in tandem in the 
porade. 

Rhoda Royal, as mentioned before, 
always had his programs heavy on equine 
acts and the show carried a goodly num- 
ber of horses. Approximately 40 head of 
baggage stock and 20 to 30 head of ring 
stock were carried. 

The three owners worked as a team. 
Royal was in charge of the performance. 
Hawn was business manager and assisted 
the advance, and Hunt supervised the 
side and pit shows and concessions. The 
staff for 1920 included, Dan France, 
general agent; George Morey, adv. agent; 
Charles Bernard, treasurer; and press 
agent; Sam J. Banks, special advance 
and local contractor; Bob Stickney, ring 
master; Jim A. Norman, bandmaster; 
Col. Pete Stanton, sideshow manager; 
Bert Carroll, supt.; Eddie Schaefer, boss 
hostler, and Horry R. Overton, manager 
of the advance car. 

As was true of all shows in those days 
Rhoda Royal went in heavy for outdoor 
billing, using good stock paper from the 
Donaldson Lithographing Co. Colorful 
heralds from Erie Printing Co. were used 
ond large and attractive newspaper cuts 
appeared in abundance. 

The street parade was a daily feature 
of the show. The highly carved, canopied, 
chariot bandwagon, pulled by an 8 horse 
team lead the parade. The clown band 
rode a green and gold tableau and the 
sideshow band was atop No. 45 heavy 
wheeled mirror tableau which was form- 
erly on the Young Buffalo Wild West 
Show. The unafon and the old Great 
Wallace Shows steam calliope completed 
the musical units. The old Sparks Circus 
dragon and mirror tableau, the ticket tab- 
leau wagon with the cooch show dancers 
riding atop, and a miniature tableau 
wagon filled out the tableau section. The 
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Photo of a rare pre-1870 Lithograph showing Van Amburg & Co’s Great golden Chariot. This Wagon is believed to have been the one Rhoda Royal 
used in 1920-22. The only known criginal one-half sheet Litho was on loan to the Museum of the American Circus in Sarasota for 8 years and 
is now the property of the Don F, Smith Circus Collection, Detroit Michigan. 


cages, lead stock, mounted people, and 
wild west departments completed the 
parade. The elephants did not march 
tailed up as is customary but were used 
to pull vehicles. Vice and Helen pulled the 
unafon wagon, while Muggins and Carrie 
tandemed the cage with the emu, Ilamc, 
and dogs. Advertisoing banners, when 
sold, were tacked to the elephant’s har- 
ness. 

The show had a real gem in the big 
chariot bandwagon which was one of 
the most colorful and highly carved pa- 
rade vehicles ever constructed. In 1920 
it was probably the oldest parade vehicle 
on any circus, and as late as 1920 most 
chariot type wagons had been replaced 
On most shows by box type tableau wag- 
ons that were designed to carry a baggage 
load. This wagon is believed by many 
historians to have originated in 1866 
on the Van Amburgh & Co’s Menagerie 
and by careful study of the bandwagon 
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shown in the Van Amburgh lithograph 
proto, graciously furnished by Don Smith, 
esteemed founder of the Circus Historical 
Society, from a very rare original litho- 
graph in his collection, it seems that it 
ts one and the same as the one pictured 
in the 1920 Rhoda Royal parade shot. 
Dick Conover adds evidence that Van 
Amburgh had an actual wagon as pic- 
tured in the litho and that the illustration 
was not merely the figment of some 
artist’s tmagination that may in later 
years have served as the blueprint for 
the construction of a tableau wagon. 
Conover furnished a quote from the 
March 24, 1866 issue of the New York 
Clipper which read as follows: 

‘The Fielding Brothers, at the corner 
of Third Avenue and 4lst Street, this 
city, have nearly completed a magnifi- 
cent band chariot for Van Amburgh & 
Co’s Menagerie, which is one of the 
finest affairs of this kind ever built in 


America. It is modeled much in the style 
of the ancient Roman triumphal chariots, 
and is almost entirely covered by elabor- 
ate carvings, richly gilded, relieved by 
several swell panels decorated with ex- 
quisitely executed paintings. Lions, tigers, 
lynxes, wolves, and other animals, figure 
among the ornamental carved work, and 
the effect of the whole when fully com- 
pleted and put upon the road, behind a 
team of ten superb horses, will be bril- 
liant and imposing in the extreme.’ 
Conover also asserted that the Old 
Print Shop, a local expert on Union 
Square, N. Y. C. had fixed the date of 
the lithograph as before 1870. The wag- 
on later got to the Barnum & Bailey 
show and appears in a photo dated 1891 
taken in Peoria, II!. along with the canopy 
bandwagon (Original 1871 Howes Great 
London), bell wagon, and organ wagon, 
in a Barnum & Bailey photo circulated 
several years ago by the late George Chin- 
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dahl, The wagon also appears in a parade 
mount photo taken in Chester, England 
in 1899. the day Barnum & Bailey first 
paraded in Europe. It remained in Europe 
through 1902 with that Then its 
history becomes ‘‘lost’’ for a few years 
By some route it came into the hands of 
William P. Hall of Lancaster, Mo., who 
considered it his prize of all the many 
bandwagons, tableaus, and calliopes that 
passed through his hands. It was always 
mentioned as ‘‘Mr. Hall’s Bandwagon.” 
Employees at Hall's farm referred to it 
as such and note the Billboard 
earlier mentioning the same_ reference 
to it. Bill Woodcock, the leading wagon 
historian in the country, states that he 
assumed it always came to Hall through 
the Walter L. Main Circus which Hall 
purchased following the 1904 season 
but admits this is only speculation. Wood 
cock further opines, “‘It is entirely pos- 
sible that Hall bought this bandwagon 
directly from Barnum & Bailey. Hall sold 
them horses and had various trades with 
Barnum, and Forepaugh-Sell 
From what | was able t 
Lancaster several years after 
thot the wagon was on 
Hall’s own show in 1905, the Great Wi! 
liam P. Hall Shows, and the attitude was 
that it was ‘Mr. Hall’s Bandwagon, 
all very vague, and nothing definite | 
th ught to pin Bert McLain down 
on it. Just took it for granted that it 
came to Lancaster with the W. L. Main 
stuff... Just what shows it went Out on 
from the many that were equipped and 
sent out from the Hall Farm in the period 
1905-19 is not known definitely. Wood- 
says he once saw a pnoto of this 
wagon in a parade scene in Qa cafe in 
Baker, Mont. and that he suspected it 
was the Barton & Bailey Circus in 1915 
Both Barton & Bailey in 1915 and Orton 
Bros. in 1916 were equipped with wagons 
from Hall and Orton is believed to have 
had a chariot type bandwagon but most 
of the speculation seems to be that it 
was the old Forepaugh lion chariot that 
is highly possible that due 
the wagon that it 
Royal 


show 


quote 


Ringling 
for many years 
learn in 
Hall‘s death 


never 


COCk 


was used. It 
to Hall's affection for 
ut until he sold it te 
1920 


with the 


was not sent < 
and his partners in early 

The steam calliope 
carving originated on the Great 
Wallace Shows about 1899. It was built 
by Sullivan & Eagle wagon works f 
Peru. Ind. Meny fans have claimed it 
favorite steam calliope of all 
used on the Great Wallace 
1899 through the 1906 sea 
son. and in 1907 was sold to Campbell 
Bros. Great Consolidated Shows where it 
remained through the 1912 season. It 
went to W. P. Hall with the Campbell 
how in the fall of 1912, and is most 
likely to have been sent out in 1913 on 
Cole Bros. Circus which was sent out 
from the Hall farm using mainly Camp 
bell Bros Recent photographic 
evidence has come to light putting the 
calliope on the Barton & Bailey Circus 
of 1915 Another possibility is Ort n 
Bros. Circus in 1916 but no positive 
evidence pro or con has come up on that 

The chandelier wagon that came from 
a nice one with 3 mirrors and 
winged dragon carvings on the sides 
This one probably originated on Sparks 
about 1913 and remained on that show 


huge 


dragon 


was their 
time. It was 


Show from 


equipment 


Sparks was 
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until sold to Rhoda Royal 
The No. 45 tableau was said to have 
been on the Young Buffalo Wild West 
Show from 1910 through 1914 seasons 
until the equipment was sold to W. P 
Hall. What shows it may have been sent 
out on until Royal purchased it is not 
Known 
The unafon wagon was a short one 
built from an old cage. The bars were 
removed and a Deagon unafon instru 
ment was mounted in the wagon. Small 
carvings were added to outline the center 
oval opening. Although all of the Royal 
equipment was highly decorated and very 
attractive, most of it was old and had 
rolled many a mile in past circus history 
protos have been turned up to give 
detailed description of the ticket wag- 
clown band tab, and miniature tab. 
The canvas spread was in line with 
those usually found on a 15 car show in 
those days. Big top was about a 110 or 
120 round with three 40’s, the menag 
erie » about o 70 with three 20’s. and 
the sideshow about a 60 with three 20's 
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Homer Walton Collection 
Colorful Hearld used in 1919. 


Bill Woodcock who was with the show 
for 6 or 7 weeks in the early part of the 
season says, ““When | was with Rhoda 
Royal they had the big top, menagerie, 
sideshow, dressing room, Doc Stearnes 
pit show (Stearnes was a bewhiskered old 
character whom they used to point him 
out as Old Buffalo), and sometimes oa 
second pit show. Seemed to have trouble 
getting somebody to handle the latter 
When | joined the show there was nc 
cookhouse top and no horse tops. Bag 
gage horses went on outside picket lines 
On Sunday nights they used to put the 
horses in the menagerie and the cages 
in the sideshow. Cookhouse tables were 
set up in the open except when raining, 
and they were put up in one end of the 
menagerie and blocked off with a curtain, 
an old cooch or dramatic proscenium 
doubtless. Before | left the show new 
cookhouse and horse tops had been added 
and after | left the Billboard has ample 
to say relative to new spread of canvas 
The show was getting plenty of money 
and | feel sure they got a new spread of 
canvas but as for giving the exact sizes 
am helpless. | remember somebody 
saying they visited the show late in the 
season and D. C. Hawn was reared back 
in a marquee big as the Barnum show, 
with nickle plated posts and chains.’ 

The program was again heavy with 
various riding and equestrian acts and 
wild west and with an added wild west 
concert highly publicized. Acts included 
the famous Stickney Family of bareback 
riders; Arthur Burson, wire act: Royal 
Holland Bell Ringers; The Flying Kirks, 
flying act; Edward and Kitty Archer, 
rings and traps; Alton, wire walker; Fred 
Collier, menage act; Mrs. Rose Collier, 
statue and trick horse; Bob Stickney 
trained dogs; and Mrs. Rhoda Royal 
working the four elephants, ponies, dogs, 
monkeys. Wild West acts included Texas 
Joe, whip cracking; Arizona Kid, whip 
cracking; Alberta Jim, trick roper and 
bronc rider; Jim Shannon, pony express 
and pickups, and some half dozen other 
wild west performers. 

Harry “‘Kid’’ Hunt, who was the gen 
eral manager over the sideshow had a 
good lineup of attractions including the 
Swiss Family of bell ringers; Sword swal 
lower, snakes, colored band minstrels, 
untamable lion act, contortionist, and a 
monkey circus. 

The Rhoda Royal show as was true 
of sO many in those days went in heavy 
for the grift. Col. Bill Woodcock describes 
the grift on the show as follows: ‘“When 
| was on the show | saw five stores work- 
ing at one time in the Rhoda Royal side 
show, nuts, broads, dropcase, pickout, 
and logs. This kid show featured a wild 
man blowoff, also an untamable lion, 
and had a very strong cooch department 
On the midway was always plenty of 
light joints, jingleboards, spindles, sheet- 
writers, and the like, plus George Bedonie, 
positive kind of all jam pitchmen at that 
period. There were always four or five 
connection men taking short in the alley 
between the menagerie and big top, some 
taking silver, some cutting up soft 
money.’’ Of course at times the grift cre 
ated quite a bit of heat but Woodcock 
once remarked that trouping with Camp- 
bell-Bailey-Hutchinson which was a square 
John troupe and carried no grift, through 
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the mountain ind coal fields of Ken said the new big top gave plenty of space 
tucky and West Virginia was just as for 3 rings and track, the lack of which 
rough as trouping through the same ter had been a great handicap to all per 
ritory about tne ume time with Rhoda formers previously. This would indicat 
Royal which had the grift. Trouping in the new top was considerably larger than 
thot territory in those days was r ugn the old ne 
period The June 19, 1920 Billboard said that 
Within a very tew weeks the new en new harness and tops were used at Cum 
larged flat car Rhoda Royal show wa berland, Md., and also said the show had 
ready 1 ‘el It opened rather early received me new baggage wagons. The 


March 6, at Valdosta, Ga. the winter show rebuilt and replaced several wagon 


quarters town, and after wing through before the end of the season 

Florida Alabama ind Mississippi it For most of the season the show adver 
headed back toward eastern Tennessee tised in the Billboard for various acts and 
ind West Virginia and the mountains help of all kinds. The June 26, 1920 
ind coal regions which gave uch good Billboard stated that Cook Bros. Circus, 
busing n the previous season. Busines a wagon show, had closed in Mahaffey 
wa } 1 almost from. the start and Pa. and that personnel had gone to join 
throughout the season the show used the Rhoda Royal and the Walter L. Main 
profits to make improvements. New seat Circus. The Aug. 21, 1920 Billboard had 


] ind the how was equipped the following shows advertising for help 
t a complete set Sells-Floto, Cole Bro: Sparks, Christy 
The May 22, 1920 Billboard mentioned Bros., Howes Great London, and Yankee 
ry 
k 


that Rhoda Royal had received tw Rhoda Royal 


tf new canva 


new binson. as well as 


table 1t Massilon, Ohi n May 14 A rather detailed account was printed 
nd that new menagerie top was ex in the July 3 1920 Billboard about 
pected in a week and new big top be Rhoda Royal following the custom of 
fore the en f the month. A later note memorial services for victims of the W. L 
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A similar Herald using Oklahoma Ranch Title—Used in 1922. 
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Main wreck in Tyrone, Pa. plus other 
items of interest as follows, ‘’Rhoda 
Royal Circus, Shows Ten States In Fifteen 
Weeks—Movement Started For Fund t 
Erect Monument For Main Show Wreck 
Victims’ “To those in doubt about the 
size business and popularity of the Rhoda 
Royal Circus it may be interesting to read 
cata taken daily by a tourist, who left 
winter quarters with the show at Val 
dosta, Ga. March 6 and has enjoyed 
seeing uniformly good business thru fif 
teen weeks of all varieties of weather in 
ten states between the Gulf and Lake 
Erie. Regardless of almost daily rain for 
over six weeks not a single advertised 
stand has been lost. Only one matinee 
one night snow and parade three times 
constitute the breaks in the daily rou 
tine of two performances and a forenoon 
parade. Salary day regularity is another 
tf the pleasing special features of the 
Royal organization 

‘Pensacola, Fla., Mobile, Ala.. Cull 
man, Ala., Kingsport, Tenn., Lock Haven 
Pa., and Bellefonte, Pa., were seemingly 
determined to furnish the banner days 
business of the 1920 season but Cum 
berland, Md. has topped the list of big 
ones with business 


At Tyrone, Pa., on 


June lst after 


the matinee, members of the business 
staff, performers, workingmcn, many citi 
zens of Tyrone, including the Mayor 


Chief of Police, and Capt. G. Snyder of 
the Salvation Army, were taken in aut 
mobiles led by J. A. Norman’s Big Show 
band to the Tyrone Cemetery where me 
morial exercises were held at the graves 
of the Walter L. Main Show wreck vic 
tims, their lives in that dis 
astrous wreck near Tyrone in May 189393 
The graves were covered with beautiful 
tlowers, donated and sent by Supt. John 
f the Tyrone division of the Pen 
nsylvania Railroad and a spccially pre 
pared vase of flowers from the home of 
Mavor Beson. Capt. Snyder offered a 
toucning prayer, read a clause from the 
fourth chapter of Revelation and conclud 


who lost 


son cy 


ed with a touching talk on the noble 
spirit and notable work of showfolks at 
all times and places where coarity and 
assistance for a worthy cause is called 


for and concluded the talk with a special 
blessing on the showfolks present for 


their evidence of true friendship to 
members of their profession in visiting 
the graves of their long departed show 
men. A very impressive talk was mad 
by the Hon. Mayor in which he called 
special attention to the fact that not a 
single circus, carnival, or outdoor show 
visiting Tyrone since the Main wreck had 


tailed to show its respect at the graves 
of the wreck victims, which he said had 
sO impressed the citizens of Tyrone that 


in recent years the coming of a circu 
was looked forward to as a Memorial 
Day for which preparations were made 


in advance to aid the show folk in their 
memorial exercises. In the mayor's talk 
he also called attention to the fact that 
the graves of the dead showmen were, 
to some extent, neglected by the cemetery 
keeper and employees because no one 
ever directed or paid for care, as is the 
case with other graves in the cemetery 
He suggested a little donation by those 
interested for the annual payment of a 


small fee to the keeper and to a fund 
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W. H. Woodcock Collection. 


Famous Chariot Bandwagon Jeading the 1920 parade. Rhoda Royal in hat sits next ta driver. 
Note mirror sunbursts on wheels. 


for purchase of a suitable stone to mark 
the graves permanently. Following the 
Mayor’s suggestion, Charles Bernard, 


treasurer of the Royal circus who was 
during the 90’s agent and treasurer of 
the Main circus for a number of years, 
briefly told of his connection with the 
Main show and his interest in keeping 
the memory green of the unfortunate 


victims of the wreck and said he would 
head the list with a substantial donation 
for the purpose suggested by the Mayor 
and that the Mayor be made custodian 
of the fund and act as local representa- 
tive for the showmen. Rube Dalroy in 
a touching short talk offered his aid to 
the movement and Manager D. C. Hawn 
who was also many years with the Main 
show gave his full endorsement of the 
worthy cause and asked all members of 
the profession to show their interest by a 
small mite for the fund sent direct to the 
Hon. Mayor of Tyrone, Pa. 

"A later conference between Mayor 
Beson and Treas. Chas. Bernard perfected 
arrangements by which donations sent 
will be deposited in Tyrone Bank until 
used for a stone to mark the graves and 
for care of graves by the cemetery keep- 
er’’ —Tourist. 

The show continued playing Pennsyl!- 
vania, West Virginia, and Kentucky 
through July, and then began the South- 
ern tour Aug. 2 at Ashville, N. C. 

The Aug. 21, 1920 Billboard made 
more mention of the Royal show under 
heading, ‘’Conroy Visits Royal Show,’’ 
‘Edward L. Conroy in advance of the 
Royal show has been back on the show 
for a visit of a few days and writes that 
the circus is meeting with wonderful 
success all along the route. ‘“When the 
natives see the big train of double length 
cars roll in they immediately expect some- 
thing big and good in store for them,” 
he says. ‘Then when they get to the lot 
and see the big six pole main tent all 
new, spic and span, and the many other 
tents it isn’t long until the crowds go into 
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the big show. Such was the case at 
Barbourville, Ky., and especially at Man- 
chester, Ky., and in spite of the hilly 
condition of the town very little trouble 
was encountered in erecting the layout 
of the circus. The show arrived at Bar- 
bourville at an early hour. The little town 
which is the county seat was bristling with 
country people and mountaineers quite 
early in the day and far over the hills on 
all roads leading to the town one could 
see the people coming in on horse and 
mule back. The only wagons known to 
this section are road wagons or lumber 
wagons and they came loaded with men, 
women, and caildren. The lot was well 
filled with people and by the time for 
the matiness the lot was jammed and 
crowded and the business for the after- 
nocn snow was capacity. Everyone ex- 
pressed approval of the performance and 
ove, three-fourths of the audience re- 
mained for the Wild West Concert, which 
is really a big show in itself. The show 
moves with remarkable swiftness and is 
manned by a corps of expert department 
heads ably managed by General Manager 
D. C. Hawn. One of the outstanding fea- 
tures is the Rhoda Royal troupe of per- 
forming elephants. The sideshow is under 
the direct supervision of Kid Hunt and 
this gentleman has spared no expense in 
putting together a corking good show in- 
cluding Swiss family of bell ringers, five 
people, a sword swallower, an exhibition 
of snakes, a complete colored minstrel 
and band, untamable lion, contortionists, 
and a miniature monkey circus. 


“‘Manager Hawn’‘s automobile attract- 
ed considerable attention in Manchester 
for strange as it may seem an automo- 
bile in this section is a real curiosity. The 
show was down and loaded in good time 
and ready for the trip to Pineville. At 
Heidrick the show train was held up 
about three hours by a freight wreck but 
in spite of this managed to get into Pine- 
ville in time to give a parade. General 
Agent Dan France came on the show for 


a brief stay at Pineville and then left 
for his summer place near New York.” 

Further news of the show appeared in 
the Sept. 11, 1920 Billboard under head- 
ing ‘Sam J. Banks Back on Rhoda Royal 
Show For Second Time This Season.’ 
For the first time since early in March 
at Mobile, Alabama, has Sam J. Banks, 
local contractor, been back on the Rhoda 
Royal show and that occurred recently 
at Columbia, $. C. Quoting Mr. Banks, 
| jumped from Atlanta, Ga. to Columbia, 
S. C. on business arriving in the latter 
city a half day ahead of the show. Being 
there, | lost no time in ‘‘doing’’ the 
newspapers the night before the show’s 
arrival and on the morning and afternoon 
of show day. Besides the circus story 
with cut carried by the Columbia Evening 
Record | handed them an “elephant” 
story written from a purely local view- 
point and they ran it at the top of the 
last page. (The story concerned a negro, 
who had used the elephant’s hay for a 
bed, being thrown thirty feet by the 
pachyderm). 

“Columbia under fair skies gave the 
show a good days business. The people 
were lined up on the main street of the 
town as though they were anticipating 
the Ringling-Barnum show. | found every- 
one with the show well and happy. Al- 
ready the Rhoda Royal troupers have 
had a season, the opening date having 
been March sixth but they are looking 
forward to several weeks more before 
the band shall have played Home Sweet 
Home.” 

Money was still flowing in the South 
as tobacco and cotton crops were good, 
and the show played a lengthy season 
in the Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, and entered Florida 
Nov. 8 at Quincy. At the previous stand 
at Abbeville, Ala. the show was cut to 
10 cars for the smaller towns in Florida 
and the other 5 cars were sent on to 
Montgomery, Ala. where the show had 
arranged for winterquarters. A few weeks 
later the show ran into rail transporta- 
tion difficulties. The Dec. 11, 1920 
Billboard reported as follows, ‘Rhoda 
Royal Circus Held Up By Florida Rail- 
road.’ ‘Refused Freight Traffic Service 
by Florida East Coast Co. According to 
Dan France Who Files Complaint With 
State Railway Commission—Will close 
December 18." ‘’On account of the 
Florida East Coast Railway Co., without 
notice, attempting to enforce a discrim- 
inating and prohibitive increased traffic 
on circus movements thru its passenger 
department refusing the Rhoda Royal 
Circus freight traffic service, Dan France, 
general agent of the show has filed a 
complaint with the State Railway Com- 
mission according to a telegram received 
by the Billboard from him, Sunday, De- 
cember 5th. The hearing occurs at Jack- 
sonville, Fla. in the Board of Trade 
Rooms, Wed., Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. The 
railway company jumped the ten car 
minimum rate from $269 to $499 Mr. 
France further states.” 

On December 18 at Perry, Fla. the 
show was cut to 2 cars, with the 8 addi- 
tional cars being sent to Montgomery 
quarters. The name of the two car show 
was changed to GREAT BARRETT 
SHOWS & OKLAHOMA .BILL’S WILD 
WEST and small Florida towns were 
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piayed with the abreviated show The 
tinal stand was Dec. 31 at Apopka which 
fficially closed the 1920 and 
irom there the departed to Mont 
Extremely cold 


given as the reason for the 


season 
snow 
weather was 
close The 
1920 season had been a big winner as 
it was for most circuses On the road that 


gomery 


yeor 

Winter quarters were obtained in 
Montqomery at Vandivere Park. whic 
was the site of old Camp Sheridan, a 


World War | training camp. The quarters 


were adequate and offered all desired 
facilities 

Tae show did quite a bit of construc 
tion and repair work during the winter 


Some time from early 1920 until the 
show closed in 1922 the log wagons were 
replaced by regular circus wagons and 


ther reqular circus baggage wagons were 
added. The army wagons 
built to more nearly resemble traditional 
waqcens Bill Woodcock says 
he saw the Rhoda Royal equipment stored 
in Montqomery after the show had closed 
for good that he baggage 
wagons not on the show when he was 
there, and als noted a small chariot 
type bandwagon have originally 
Show 

Billboard reported 


were als re 


show when 


noted some 


said ti 
been on the old Teets Bros 
The April 9 192] 


tnat some of the handsomest cages and 
wagons ever seen are those constructed 
by the Rhoda Royal show at Vandiver 
Park quarters. The article also stated 
that the train had been newly painted 
burnt orange and trimmed in green 

The show during its existence used a 
variety of titles incorporating the Rhoda 
Royal name In 1921] it was RHODA 
ROYAL ENORMOUS UNITED 3 RING 
CIRCUS COMBINED WITH OLD BUI 
FALO WILD WEST. Staffers for 1921 
included P. N. Branson, treasurer: Mell 
Hamlin, secretary; Dan France, general 
agent; Dave McCoy, gen. supt Fred 
Collier, equestrian’ director Wm. C 
Worner upt. canvas Chas. Herman 
trainmaster; Charles Rodiner, boss host 


Carrie 


ler; Doc Stearne: in cnarge f pit shows 
The 1921 program included many hold 
overs and the _ feature icts were tne 
Stickney Family of riders, Claude LaPearl 
trapeeze act: Luiger brothers, acrobats 
Phil King, stilt and producing 
clown; The Parents, acrobatic act and 
contortion; Carson and Campbell, rifle 
shots: the Aftons, acrobats; W. D. & 


Therse Swigrist, iron jaw act; and Liniger 


walker 


brothers, clowns. Trained dogs, monkeys 
horses, and elepnants rounded out the 
program 

The sideshow included Prof. W. Ford's 
minstrel band, sword swallower, magic 
mind reading, untamable lion act, strong 


woman. and cooch dancers 
The 192] 
ery. Ala n 


season opened at Montgom 
April 6 under Juspices f 





Lion Coge in 1920 Parade. 
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W. H. Woodcock Collection 


in lead) and Muggins pulling a cage (not visible) in 1920 Parade. 


the Anti-Tuberculosis League and good 
business was experienced. The show 
headed north quickly through Alabama 
Georgia, and Tennessee. The Two big 


! Knoxville, but 
general was off. The show 


headed straight into Ohio and a hot bed 


ays were experienced at 
business tr 


f circuses 

The May 7, 1921 Billboard reported 
that there were four circuses in Ohi 
Hagenbeck Wallace Join Robinson 
Ringling-Barnum. and Rhoda Roval. Due 
to very heavy opposition Royal cancelled 
Canton. The show als ran into three 


weeks of bad weather in Ohio and the bia 
top suffered a near blowdown in a storm 
at Warren and only quick work by all 
personnel saved it from disaster. The 
al at Sandusky, but 


The entire 


snow got good business 
other stands 
circus suffering from. the 
s‘arp depression that struck in the Spring 
f 1921 bringing to an end the lush busi 
ness boom that had followed the war 
The May 14, 1921 Billboard printed a 
map from Nations Business which showed 
only poor and fair business 
out the country 
listed as good 

Hoping to get into better 
show was routed into ‘new’ territory in 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota. All 
place 
open some good town 


were way off 
industry was 


areas through 


entire with no area 


oreas the 


shows seem to congregate in one 
each trying to pry 
and as a result many shows were viciousl\ 


fighting for each and every good stand 


To give an example of the type of show 
business competition in those days the 
July 23, 1921 Billboard reported that 


Sheboygan, Wis. had in Lindeman Bros 
Motorized Shows first, then came Rhoda 
Royal Circus, Freed’s Exposition Shows 
Terry's Uncle Tom’s Cabin Co., Al G 
Barnes Circus on July |18, and Sells-Flot 
on July 27, with two carnivals sched 
uled for the fall. Business took an up 
turn in Minnesota in late July and the 
July 30, 1921 Billboard stated that 
Rhoda Royal played Austin, Minn. to twe 
packed with the program 


houses going 
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W. H. Woodcock Collection 


45 Mirror Tableau Wagon with Sideshow Eand in 1920 Parade. This wagon was formerly 
on the Young Buffalo Wild West Show. 


reviewer prali ed the many 


riding f Emma 
batic work f the 
were the feotures 
The show’s pres 
rked 


jimmics to draw a 


ver big. The 
acts, the 
Stickney, and the acr 
Liniger brothers. whi 
of the pe 
ind promotional 
overtime thinking up 
crowd and the Aug. 13, 1921 Billboard 
stated that Rhoda Royal at Beaver Dam 
Wis. resorted to doing Dode Fisk’s old 
trick of giving away a real live bovine 
r milch cow at every afternoon show 
but Press Aqent Herbert Maddy admitted 
it wasn’t done all the time but the stunt 


fine horse 


rformance 
department W 


was pulled several time 


In late August the show 
Illinois and Indiana and 


headed down 
bac: 
DICk up some 


the re the 
t 


through 
into Kentucky 
that WQ 


trying to 

plentiful 
From then on 
missing from 
and 


money 
past two seasons news 
activitie are 
ihe pages of the trade publications 
that is almost always an indication even 
to this day that things are not going 
However the show made oa full 
route, in fact a long route and played ex 
tensively in the south with many stand 
in Arkansas and Louisiana. A seven day 
stand in New Orleans under auspices of 
the Loyal Order of Moose from Dec. 19 
, nm which had seen 


25 wound up the seas 
the show in 19 states traveling 17,000 
tablished oat the 


Quarters were e 
Ship Yards in New Orleans 
Great London Circus wned 
by Jerry Mugivan and Bert Bowers. had 
gone into quarters at Vandevire Park in 
Montaomery 
The show 
curtailed in the latter 
and Royal had sent tw 
and Helen with Don 
theater dates. Both of 
theater tour 


the show 


well 


mile 
Foundation 


The H Ww 


been 
port 


pert rmMance had 

mewhat 
f the season 
elephants, Vic 
Darragh to play 
these elephants died on the 
in the early Spring of 1922 and tradition 
has it that Darragh let them freeze ti 
death 

The Jan Billboard 


1922 reported 
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that a petition for an injunction to pre 
vent Rhoda Royal Circus from leaving 
the state until tax of $510 is collected 
was filed by the City of New Orleans in 
Civil District Court. The petition stated 
that a 1920 act assesses a circus employ- 
ing more than 100 persons a tax of $600 
and that Royal paid only $90. The matter 
was squared and the show was allowed to 
leave at the beginning of the 1922 sea- 
son 
The 
for a 
with Sternard’s 


Carrie. was sent out 
during the winter and spring 
Midget troup and _ is 
doubtful that sxe returned by time the 
show opened. There is a good chance 
that Royal had only cn2 elephant, Mug- 
gins, on the show at start of the 1922 
Shortly after the show closed and 
went to Montgomery quarters Carrie was 

id to Andrew Downie. owner of the 
Walter L. Main Circus 

As the show was in financial difficulty 
it is doubtful that much renovating of 
equipment was done during the 1921-22 
winter. However, a good and experienced 
staff was on hand to start the new sea 

n. Staffers included P. N. Branson, 
treasurer; Dan France, general agent: 
Fred J. Collier, equestrian director: Bush 
Ainsworth, band leader; Fred L. Shaffer 
lot supt.; Charles Herman, trainmaster: 
and C. J. McCarthy, legal adjuster. 


The 


eleprant 
time 


season 


1922 Program was as follows: 


Tournament 


] 
2. Rose Collier and Emma Hitt. statue 


horses 


Clown number 
Garland Entry. 16 riders 


Mrs. Royal and Al Darragh, trained 
elephants 

Lorden Sisters. 
Capt Hall. 


Revolving tables, 


Fred Collier 


trick horses. 


iron jaw 


Harry trained lions 


clowns. 
Mrs 


and Royal, 8 


10. Tom Hitt, Australian whipcracking 

11. Three Harolds, comedy acrobats 

12. Mrs. Royal and the Fred Colliers, 
trained dogs, pony, and bear. 

13. Clown number. 

14. De Leion Troupe, contortionists 


15. Roy Smother and Tom Hitt, 
jumping horses. 


high 


16. Clown number 
17. Menage act, 9 horses 
18. Lorden Sisters, swinging ladders 


19. Feister and Ross and Nickleson and 
Wright, comedy revolving ladders 


20. Mule acts 
21. Indian Bareback Act. 
22. Hippodrome Races 


The sideshow presented a very strong 
program with mind reader, bag puncher 
tattooed man, snakes, sword swallower, 
punch and judy, fire eater, magic, and 
roller skating bears, plus a minstrel show 
of 6 people and the Turkish Theater with 
8 cooch dancers 

The 1922 season opened Wednesday, 
March 1|5 at Biloxi, Miss. and following 
a swing across Southern Alabama went 
into Florida for 8 stands. Two Georgia 
stands followed then three in Alabama, 
and April 7 at Troy, Ala. the show sud 
denly closed, cancelling a week already 
billed in Georgia and Alabama, and 
went into Vandevire Park quarters in 
Montgomery which were being vacated 
by Mugivan and Bowers’ circus, now call 
ed Gollmar Bros. instead of Howes Great 
London Circus. 


The Rhoda Royal Circus was finished 
Little of the proceedings that took place 
were reported in the trade publications 
A note in the April 15, 1922 Billboard 
stated that general agent, Dan France 
was now at liberty on account of Rhoda 
Royal dissolving business as a 15 car 
show. Efforts were made to throw the 
show into bankruptcy by creditors and 
the May 6, 1922 Billboard reported the 
proceedings as follows, ‘‘Rhoda Royal 
Case Dismissed.’’ ‘‘Montgomery, Ala 
April 27, “‘The case of the Rhoda Royal 
Shows alledged bankruptcy was dismissed 
by Judge Henry D. Clayton on the ground 
of lack of territorial jurisdiction in the 
case. The property of the shows was 
turned over to its owners by the receiver 
Mr. Hugh Stewart in pursuance to the 
order. The case was dismissed after it 
had been shown that the alledged bank 
rupts Rhoda Royal, Harry Hunt, and D. 
C. Hawn, owners of the Rhoda Royal! 
shows had not had their place of business 
in the middle district of Alabama re 
quired by law for the time. The report 
submitted to Judge Clayton by M. S 
Carmichael, special master in the case 
stated that the show has no home but 
moves from place to place. The petition 
seeking to have the Rhoda Royal shows 
adjudged bankrupt was filed by J. S 
Muckle and fifteen others.’’ The May 13, 
1922 Billboard reported that William 
Cunningham passed thru Cincinnati on 
May 6 en route from Montgomery, Ala. 
to Pittsburgh, Pa. in charge of Carrie, 
an elephant which Gov. Downie pur 
chased from the Rhoda Royal Shows for 
the Walter L. Main Circus, and men- 
tioned that the pachyderm was with 


The BANDWAGON 





Sternards Midgets in vaudeville last 


winter, 
4 


Details as fo lution f the 
Rhoda Royal shi sadly lacking 
However, Kid Hunt soon got his minstrel 
road again and D. C. Hawn 

with it. For some time after the 
Royal show foided Hunt advertised 
al railroad cars for sale, which n 
represented some of his 

Evidently the minstrel show did 
all right as the Jan. 13, 1923 Billboard 
reported that D. C. Hawn and Harry 
““Kid’’ Hunt were cleaning up with their 
minstrel show and that they planned t 
launch a five car circus 
however these plans did not materializ 
For the minstrel show they used the title 
of Old Kentucky Minstrels and althoug! 


Hawn wos with it for some time he didn't 


show on the 
went 
sever 
doubt 
equity in the 
chy Ww 


next season 


' 


have a quarter invested in it. This show 
went on for some year Bill Woodcoc: 
says that caught up with the 
show in Hot 1929 the titl 
above the car windows was George W 
Murrey Famous Minstrels. and _ below 
the windows in big letters was Sugar 
Foot Greene From New Orleans. Wood 
cock says that this was a fine car and 
by that time Hunt als had 
trucks going overland as was done 
the big Silas Green Show. Trucks included 
an air calliope and the show had a fine 
outfit of canvas. Hunt later pastured his 
old team of work horses to 
in peace. Hunt gradually faded from the 
American scene and 
one can seem to recall having seen hi 
obituary in the trade publications it i 
assumed he has been dead for some year 


when he 
Springs in 


several 
with 


end their day 


show although n 


now 


D. C 


business doing a variety 


Hawn later got back into circu 
of jobs on var 
general agent 

Circus in 1925 which 
Chester Monaghan. and 
in 1928 was connected with the motor 
ized Schell Bri Circus. In 1935 he 
went with Jess Adkins and Zack Terrell 


ious shows. He served a: 
for Gollmar Br 


was owned by 


ew Te 


Elephants Vic (with tusks 
cars, 1920 season. 


Note two ex-Army wagons 


wey ~ > “ 


7: 


~ v.. » > oh 


x 
a - 
1 ae 


es & a ye 4 Le 
‘ ~. x, od wy : » > ae 


H. B. Jones, Box Galve 


and Helen Pulling Iron Wheeled Gilly Wagon in front of loaded flat 
on Venice Transportation Co. 


built flot car. 


Also note faint outline of the title “World Toured Shows.” 


new Ci 


icaAma 


Circu Ind served as a 
several year He died at 
75 on Dec. 9. 1950 in Chi 
received in a fall at hi 
buried at Showmen’‘s Rest 


injurie 
al me imal wa 
in Chicag 
With the 
from Montgomery in 
jot together a 
circu car 


Hunt and Hawn 
1922. Rhodo Royal 


railroad 


dep irture 


mall gilly type 
; and put it On the road 
ti complete the 1922 ,eason Oscar 
Wiley, Royal begged him to put 
the show on farm waqons and mud show 


agent 


1d make some money. but Royal in 
rail show. In August the 
rted in OQhi The 


ran into ¢ ition with Floyd and How- 


show 


Unafon Wagon in 1920 parade putled by Vic (with tusks) and 
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circus with the Kinas 
jetting the best of the deal by beating 
Royal into many of the gq 

With the close of R 
how that season it 


ird King’s gilly 
branch lin 
Towns vals two car 
marked the end of 
his career as a circus owner. The March 
24, 1923 Billboard reported that Rhoda 

yal was n putting out a one 


ranads 


planning 
circus ft 
canvas but nothing came of thi: 


week under 
Mug 
gins, the last elephant Royal owned, wa 
sent out on the Bob Morton Circus, a 
canvas week-stand auspic circus that 
perated in the mid 20's. Mugagins died 


with that show os oa result of 


ring play 


traveling 
in a drafty baggage car with doors wide 
pen sometime about 1926 

The disposition of the rest of the 15 
car snow equipment, especially the bag 
qage and tableau waqons has long been 
a mystery to this reporter. The 
Transportation C: believed t 
taken back the flat cars, and of cour 
the rest accounted for 
by those qoing into the two car circus 
and those taken by Hunt. Very few de 
tails of the disposition of the wagons can 
be found. The Feb. 10, 1923 Billboard 
that the Frank West 
railroad carnival, had recently purchased 


new animal 
by 


Venice 


have 


f the cars can be 


mentions Show ( 


including lions, tiger and 
irs from Rhoda Royal, and the article 
about the bia new street 
parade the West Shows would feature in 
1923 and gave indication that the cage 
must 


went to talk 


old alona 
ibility 


were also in 


wagon surely have been 
with the animals. It is al ) pr 
that some parade wagons 


volved in the deal but nothing definite 


Bill W dcock says he saw some f 
the Rhoda 
barn in Montgomery in 


light on 


wagons still in the 
1923 but could 
disposi 
tion. He reminded that the bandwagon 
calliope, tableaus and 
ld, having turned 


Roval 


shed n their eventual 


ther waqons were 
many a mile. and 
could not have been in 


There is a 


very Qi 


dition good chance they were 


Paar 





Photo by W. Hz B 


a eae Wh cS Capes ‘ibs inde iin ae ' 
Jones, Box 777, Galveston, Texas. 


Unafon Wagon pulled by Vie and Helen leaving lot for parade, season 1920. 
Note advertising banner tacked on Vic’s harness. 


just junked and destroyed in Montgom- 
ery. There is always the possibility that 
some carnival may have picked up the 
steam calliope but careful perusal of 
the Billboard files fail to shed any light 
on it. 

CHS member, F. C. Fisher, now a vet- 
eran circus man himself, says that he 
was a pony boy and drove ponies in the 
parade of the Rhoda Royal Circus and 
that he came to know Mr. and Mrs. 
Royal quite well in later life and that he 
liked them both very much. Fisher, like 
others, is unable to shed much light on 
the disposition of the equipment but he 
says that sometime after the Royal show 
closed that a man in Jeffersonville, !nd. 
who operated small ice cream wagons on 
the streets drawn by ponies, once adver- 
tised some railroad show property for 
sale and that this property was said to 
have once belonged to Rhoda Royal but 
no further details are known. Mr. Fisher 
says that Royal salvaged a few head of 
stock from his circus and in the 20’s he 
served on several shows, and in 1928 
was On a couple of carnivals, Roscoe 
Wades and J. Harry Six Shows. Later 
Royal was on the Paul Lewis Promotional 
Circus. Mr. Fisher mentions that Royal 
and his wife were often the victims of 
short payoffs on various fly by night out- 
fits. When Royal joined the Lewis show 
he had only one horse left, Carrie, named 
after Mrs. Royal, and Fisher says he was 
sent by Mr. Lewis to Peru, Ind. to get 
the horse and bring it to his place. 

Royal was active on through the 1930's 
and up unti! the year before he died. 
Many fans remember when Rhoda Royal! 
was equestrian director of the big Tom 
Mix Circus in 1936 when the motorized 
show made a coast ta coast tour that year 
and the big garland entry and spec that 
Roya! directed on the show. 

Rhoda Royal died at the age of 74 on 
July 22, 1940 in Alexian Bros. Hospital 
in Chicago. He was buried in Showmen’s 
Rest in Chicago, to be followed by his 
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old partner, D. C. Hawn, at the same 
place ten years later. 

The elephant, Carrie, went by way of 
the Walter L. Main Circus, to the 101 
Ranch Wild West Show, and then to Cole 
Bros. in 1935. She was active as a mem- 
ber of the big King Bros.- Cole Bros. herd 
in the mid 50’s. At last report she was 
still living at the Miller’s Animal Farm 
in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. 


So far as is known by this reporter no 
wagons or other show equipment of the 
Royal show are in existence, and unless 
sometime in the future an old Royal 
wagon or cage turns up in a dusty barn 
someplace, and such things do happen 
ever so often, we can assume the Rhoda 
Royal Circus is another one of the many 
that has completely passed from the 
American Circus scene. 


For valuable assistance in preparing 
this article | would like to thank most 
sincerely Col. W. H. Woodcock, Don 
Smith, Fred Pfening, Dick Conover, 
Homer Walton, F. C. Fisher, Leonard 
Farley of the San Antonio Public Library, 
Hertzberg Circus Collection, C. P. Fox, 
Dr. H. Chester Hoyt, Pau! Luckey, and 
Don Marcks. 


RHODA ROYAL HIPPODROME & 
OLD BUFFALO WILD WEST 
1919 — Incomplete 


May Memphis, Tenn. 
May Bells, Tenn. 
May Bowling Green, Ky. 
May Bolivar, Tenn. 
May Bradford, Tenn. 
May Milan, Tenn. 
June Big Sandy, Tenn. 
June Erin, Tenn. 
June Elkton, Ky. 
June Springfield, Tenn. 
June Hartsville, Tenn. 
June Scottsville, Ky. 
June Glasgow, Ky. 
June Horse Cave, Ky. 


Lebanon Junction, 
New Haven, 
Greensburg, 

Mount Vernon, 
Campbellsville, 
London, 
Barboursville, 
Williamsburg, 
Pineville, ; 
Ewing, Tenn. 
Middlesboro, 
Big Stone Gap, 
Cluckport, 
Appalachie, 


St. Paul, 
Elkhorn City, 
Pikeville, 
Prestonburg, 
Paintsville, 
Peach Orchard, 
Charleston, W. 
Louisa, 
Cattlettsburg, 
Barboursville, 
Logan, 

St. Albans, 
Montgomery, 
Quinnmont, 
Alderson, 
Ronceverte, 
Marlington, 


Huttonville, 
Belington, 
Phillipi, 
Buckhannon, 
Burusville, 
Gassoway, 
Adrian, 
Walkersville, 
Webster Springs, 


Rowlesburg, 
Kingwood, 
Morgantown, 
Mannington, 
Littleton, 
Cameron, 

7 ~--~ New Martinsville, 
Pine Grove, 
Smithfield, 
Salem, 
Ravenswood, 
Spencer, 

Point Pleasant, 
Wayne, 
Williamson, 


Northfork, 
Maebury, 
Pocahontas, 
Pearisburg, 
Clarksburg, 
Rocky Mount, 
East Radford, , 
Martinsville, Va. 
Blackburg, Va. 
Madison, N. C. 
Salem, Va. 
Walnut Cove, N 
: __-. North Wilkesboro, 


iS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSCS SSCS SS SSSSSCSSSS SSS 


Mount-Salem, 


C 
v. 
CG. 
cG. 
Winston-Salem, N.C 
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Sepi 6 Kernersville, N.C 
Sept 6 Greensboro, N. C 
Sept 6 Raleigh, N.C 
Sept. 18 Louisburg, N. C 
Sept. 19 Warrenton, N. C 
Sept. 20 Roanoke Rapids, N. C 
Sept. 22 Scotland Neck, N.C 
Sept. 23 Scarsboro, N. C 
Sept. 25 Sexakiicans Plymouth, N. C 
Sept. 26 _ Hertford, N.C 
Sept. 27 “Elizabeth City, N.C 
Sept. 29 Edenton, N. C 
Sept. 30 Columbia, N. C 
Sept. 30 Macon, Ga 
Sept. 3 Maysville, N. C 
Oct. 16 Monroe, N. C 
Oct. 17 Mooresville, N. C 
Oct. 18 Mocksville, N. C 
Oct. 20 Taylorsville, N.C 
Oct. 30 Lancaster, S. C 
Nov ] St. Matthew, S. C 
Nov 3 Branchville, S.C 
Nov. 4 Peers Bramburg, S. C 
Nov. 6 — Batesburg, S. C 
Nov 7 Saluda, S.C 
Nov 8 Edgefield, S.C 
Nov. 10 Thomson, Ga 
Nov. 26 Palatha, Fla 
Nov. 27 DeLand, Fla 
Nov. 28 Sanford, Fla 
Nov. 29 - Dec. | Plant City, Flo 
SEASON CLOSED 

Dec. 24-27 : . Miami, Fla 
Dec Nassau 


29-31 


Official Route—1920 
RHODA ROYAL AND OLD BUFFALO 













WILD WEST 
Hippodrome Shows — Railroad Show 
Season (1920) opened at Valdosta 
Georgia, Saturday, March 6th (Home 
Opening. 
Mar 6 Valdosta, Ga 
SUNDAY—-Enroute 
Ma 8 Quitman, Ga 
Mar 9 Monticello, Fla 
Mar. 10 Camilla, Ga 
Mar. 1] Cairo, Ga 
Ma }2 Hosford, Fla 
Mar. | Apalachicola, Fla 
SUNDAY Enroute 
Mar. 15 Marianna, Fla 
(Haag Show Winterquarters) 
Mar. 16 Chipley, Fla 
Mar. 17 DeFuniak Springs, Fla 
Mar. 18 Milton, Fla 
Mar. 19 Pensacola, Fla 
Mar. 20 Atmore, Ala 
SUNDAY—Enroute 
Mar. 22 Mobile, Ala 
Mar. 2 Pascagoula, Miss 
Mar. 24 Biloxi, Miss 
Mar. 25 Gulfport, Miss 
, Mar. 26 Wiggins, Miss 
Mar. 27 Columbia, Miss 
SUNDAY—Enroute 
Mar. 29 Lumberton, Miss 
Mar. 30 ss ‘ Poplarville, Miss 
Mar. 31] Hattiesburg, Miss 
Apr | Meridian, Miss 
Apr 2 Eutaw, Ala 
Apr 3 Tuscaloosa, Ala 
SUNDAY—Enroute 
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Apr 5 
Apr 6 
Apr / 
Apr 8 
Apr Y 
Apr. 10 
SUNDAY 
Apr. 12 
Apr. 13 
Apr. 14 
Apr. 15 
Ap 16 
Apr. |7 
SUNDAY 
Apr. 19 
Apr. 20 
Apri. 21] 


Apr. 22 
. 


Apr 


Apr. 24 
SUNDAY 
Apr. 26 
Apr. 27 
Apr. 28 
Apr. 29 
Apr. 30 
May ] 
SUNDAY 
May 3 
May 4 
May 5 
May 6 
May ] 
May 8 
SUNDAY 
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Heralds used to advertise the Great Rhoda Royal Australian Railroad Shows, 
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Bessemer, Ala 
Ensley, Ala 
Cullman, Ala 
Decatur, Ala 
Huntsville, Ala 
Tullahoma, Tenn 
Enroute 
Sparta Tenn 
McMinville, Tenn 
Murfreesboro, Tenn 
Lebanon, Tenn 
Cookville, Tenn 
Rockwood. Tenn 
Enroute 
Newport, Tenn 
Greenville, Tenn 
Jornson City, Tenn 
Kingsport, Tenn 
St. Paul, Va 
Tazewell, Tenn 
Enroute 
Bluefield, W. Va 
Mullens, W. Va 
Lester, W. Va 
Oak Hill, W. Va 
South Charleston, W. Va 
Mt. Pleasant, W. Va 
Enroute 
Ripley, W. Va 
Parkersburg, W. Va 
New Martinsville, W. Va 
Moundsville. W. Va 
Bellaire, Ohi 
Cambridge, Ohi 


Enroute 


VI 


cx. LAA ot at “a 


‘Ages 


THE GREAT tess rrr 


etal 


st RA. HS 


wANOR@EES 


HORT Shes 


an. -, MEW i 


rveay PEAT im marie wi 


7A 


as = 


7 
aARVELOUS 
« fooy. 


a et 
oni NI NUMISE! - 


UROPE’S MOST FAMOUS 
SACROBATS — 


IN aN ENTIRE vo 


poh de 


ADIES IN BO is 


4 450 THE & : 


yi 





















May 10 
May ] 
May , 
May 3 
May 4 
May 5 
SUNDAY 
May |7 
May 18 
May 19 
May 20 
May 21 
May 22 
SUNDAY 
May 24 
May 25 
May 26 
May 27 
May 28 
May 29 
SUNDAY 
May ce 
June ] 
June 2 
June 3 
June 4 
June . 
SUNDAY 
June 7 
June 8 
June 7) 
June 10 
June || 
June 12 
SUNDAY 
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Dover Ohi 
Massillon, Ohi 
Salem, Ohi: 
Beaver Falls, Pa 
Elwood City, Pa 
Butler, Pa 
Oil City, Pa 
Union City, Pa 
Corry Pa 
Kane, Pa 
Bradf rd Pa 
Ridgway, Pa 
St. Marys, Pa 
Renova. Pa 
Lock Haven, Pa 
Jersey Shore, Pa 
Milton, Pa 
Millheim, Pa 
Bellefonte a 
Tyrone. Pa 
H llidaysburg Pa 
Mt. Union, Pa 
Saxton, Pa 
Everett, Pa 
Bedford, | 
Hyndman, P 


Cumberland 


Keyser, W. V« 
Davis, W. \ 
Parsons. W. V 
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~--— Spencer, W.Va. July Lebanon, 
Middleport, Ohio July Lancaster, 
Galliopolis, Ohio July Irvine, 
Wellston, Ohio July 
Jackson, Ohio July 
Oak Hill, Ohio July 


SUNDAY—Enroute, SUNDAY—Enroute. 


July Ohio July Beattyville, 
July Ohio July ar aaa ee cates Richmond, 
July i Ohio July Barboursville, 
July Ohio July Manchester, 
June Cowen, July Hamilton, Ohio July Pineville, 


June Burnsville, July 10 North Vernon, Ind. July 
SUNDAY—Enroute. SUNDAY—Enroute. SUNDAY—Enroute. 


July 

July Middlesboro, 
July Appalachia, 
July Bristol, Tenn. 
July Erwin, Tenn. 
July -~-- Marion, N. C. 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 


June Huttonsville_ 
June Elkins, 
June Grafton, 
June Morganton, 
June Mannington, 
June Fairmont, 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 
June Clarksburg, 
June Buckhannon, 


June Weston, 
June Cassaway, 


< 
. 


SSSSSz ==S22= 


Asheville, 
Morganton, 
Statesville, 
Salisbury, 
Winston-Salem, 
No. Wilkesboro, 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 


anaann 


ANAANA AAANAAN ANnaAAAA 


Greensboro, 

Reidsville, 

Aug. Burlington, 
Aug. Oxford, 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 


Goldsboro, 


Dunn, 


Fayetteville, 
Bennettsville, 


NZ2ZZ42Z2 222222 ZZZZ2Z2Z2 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 

Aug. Florence, 
Aug. Manning, 
Aug. Columbia, 
Aug. Newberry, 
Aug. Laurens, 
Aug. Spartanburg, 
SUNDAY—Enroute. 

Aug. Greenville, S. C. 
Aug. Anderson, S. C. 
Sept. Seneca, S.C. 
Sept. Taccoa, Ga. 
Sept. Atlanta, Ga. 
Sept. Cedartown, Ga. 
SUNDAY—-Enroute. 

Sept. Anniston, Ala. 
Sept. Calera, Ala. 
Sept. Fayette, Ala. 
Sept. Starkville, Miss. 
Sept. Canton, Miss. 
Sept. Yazoo City, Miss: 


SUNDAY—Enroute. 


. 
. 


. 
. 


NNN 


O 


Hazelhurst, Miss. 
McComb, Miss. 
Kentwood, La. 
Independence, La. 
Covington, La. 
---_~ Bogalusa, La. 
Slidell, La. 

Sidell, La. 
Picayune, Miss. 
Lumberton, Miss. 
Collins, Miss. 
Mendenhall, Miss. 

- Silver Creek, Miss. 


Advertisement for Rhoda Royal Indoor Circus about 1913. Cut pictures Rhoda Royal. SUNDAY—Enroute. 
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Oet;. 25 
Oct. 26 
Oet. 27 
Oct. 28 
Oct. 29 
Oct. 30 
SUNDAY 
Nov ] 
Nov 2 
Nov 3 
Nov 4 
Nov 5 
Nov 6 
SUNDAY 
Nov 8 
Nov 9 
Nov. 10 
Nov. |] 
Nov 12 
Nov. 13 
SUNDAY 
Nov 15 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 19 
Nov. 20 
SUNDAY 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 24 
, Nov. 25 
Nov. 26 
Nov 27 
SUNDAY 
Nov 29 
Nov. 30 
Dec ] 
Dec 2 
Dec 3 
Dec 4 








Sept. 27 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Sept. 30 
Oct 
Oct 2 
SUNDAY 
Oct 4 
Oct 5 
Oct 6 
Oct 7 
Oci 8 
Oct 9 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 1] 
Oct. 12 
Oct. 13 
Oct. |4 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 16 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 22 
Oct. 23 


SUNDAY 


SUNDAY 


May-June, 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 


Enroute 





Enroute 


Brookhaven, 
Belzoni, 
Morehead. 
Lambert, 
Shelby 


Sumn iT 


Charlest: n, 
Greenwood 
Grenada 
Winona 
Eupora 
West Point, 


Aliceville 
Uniontown 
Montgomery 
Montgomery 
Prattville 
Maplesville 


Marion 
Greens' 
Northport 
Livingston 
Y ork 
Demopolis 


or 


Linden 


Jack son, 
Thomasville 
Monroeville 

Brewton 


Eve rgqreen 


Chapman 
Greenville 
Luverne 

Ozark 
Enterprise, 


Abbeville, 


Quincy 
Madison 
Live Oak 


High Springs 


Dunnellon 


Bri yk SV ille 


Tampa 
Tampa 


St. Petersburg. 
Clearwater, 


Tarpon Springs 
Plant City 


Sarasota 
Bradenton, 


Arcadia, 
Ft. Myers. 
Punta Gorda, 


Wauchula 


Ft. Meade. 


Bartow 


Dade City, 


Winter Haven, 


Avon Park. 
Haven, 


Moore 
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aS ILD 
TWO Mm ow RING 
ILES OF GLITTE! 6 
> STREET PARADE 10:30 pve DAIS oC 


$100,000 GROUP OF TRAINED ELEPHANTS | 


HERDS OF CAMELS ~SACRED. CATTLE 4° BUFFALO 
GREAT: MILITARY “SPECTACLE... 
1000 COWBOYS -INDIANS ~ SQUAWS 4™° COWGIRLS 
‘50: FUNNY CLOWNS SO 
TWO PERFORMANCES DAILY -: SEE FREE PERFORMANCES DAILY 


T or i ur lle 


Newspaper advertisement for stand at Lebanon, Kentucky, July 12, 1920. 










a Cc 6 Lake Wo ria Dec. 2 May Fla 
Dec ~ KI mmee, F| De Branford, Fla 
De Cc Oo { )y ma fF | py. Nie w | err c| 
9 ) ce ool | 

= 7 | [ d, | D Willistor Flo 

CC | ) mm? rc , 

1 7 =e Dx He rn i ] F | 
Dec ip Cust f 

= Lt in r 
SUNDAY Enroute = ; 
U iW cr l 
Dec 13 Leesburg, Fi | 
Joh 

Dec 14 Ocala. fF Vveposter | 
Dec. 15 Palotl. f Trill F | 
Dec lé L,oOINe ir f 3! vel r) | 
Dec 17 Trentor Fla L VVinter Gar n 
Dec. 18 Perry. Fla Di Apol 











SUNDAY 





PF munna pnval worn. ey | 3 
RHODA ROYAL wR2 SHOWS | |pememen| [case Coury 
COMPLIMENTARY | | Puuamees RHODA ROYAL 


TOURED 
FERRERS ERR FE SS - 
| 


ADMIT ONE , | 
NOT Go yLESss S1gR« Oo Be : ie vs - t 
c : \ i = | NOT GOOD FOR 
QQ, SO 2 TUE ' 4 r= $ | 2 CHILDREN 


SPECIAL COURTESY WILL NOT ADMIT 2 CHILOREN : . neAd 
This ticket not co i] War Tax = oc Nat good for Admission unless War Tax is paid 


ETI; - RHODA ROYAL TRAINED WILD ANIMAL 
AND OLD BUFFALO BILL WILD WEST = os ~ AND OLD BUFFALO WILD WEST 


COMPLIMENTARY : ra SPECIAL COURTESY 


FRR EEAEEY FARR AREER SRR EEE A 
W. C. CHAPMAN, Legal Adjuster 


ADMIT ONE | ep ADMIT ONE Will Not Admit 2 Children 


NOT GOOD UNLESS SIGNEO ay | SS 2 SUBJECT TO WAR TAX a 


r 


Flt” os i 





SPECIAL COURTESY WILL NOT ADMIT 2 CHILOREN 





Examples of Tickets showing variations of Titles used 1919-22. 


Official Route—192]1 May 9 Steubenville, Ohi lune 20 Medford, Wi 
lay IC East Liverpool, Ohic June 2 Rhinelander, Wi 
RHODA ROYAL CIRCUS May | Lisbon, Ohi Jun Pork Falls, Wi 


Ravenna. Ohio June 23 Ironwood, Mic! 


Warren, Ohi June Ashland. Wi 
Painesville. Ohi June ) Hayward. Wi 
Enroute SUNDAY 
Lorain, Ohi June 27 Spooner 
Bellevue, Ohi June 28 Jew Richmond 
Sandusky. Ohi June 29 Buffal Minn 
Bucyrus, Ohi Jun 20 Glenwood. Minn 
Marion. Ohi July ] Little Falls. Minn 
Fostoria, Ohi July 2 Aitken. Minn 


Enroute SUNDAY Enroute 


Ann Arbor, Mich July 4 Brainerd, Minn 
Ow Mich July Wadena, Minn 

Mt. Pleasant, Mich July Detroit, Minn 
Cadillac, Mich July / Alexandria, Minn 
Traverse City, Mich July Paynesville Minn 
Manistee, Mich July 9 Willmar, Minn 


Enroute SUNDAY Enroute 


Ludington. Mict July | Morri Minn 

Big Rapids, Mich Benson, Minn 
Greenville, Mick \ 3 Watertown, §S. D 
Allegan, Mic! July |- Marshall. Minn 
Benton Harbor, Mich } & Sleepy Eye, Minn 
Indiana Harbor, Ind Jub ’ Fairmont, Minn 


SUNDAY Enroute 


Maywood, Il! July 18 Albert Lea, Minn 
Evanston, Ill July 19 Austin, Minn 
Waukegan, Ill July 20 Preston, Minn 
Racine, Wi July Sparta, Wi 
Sheboygan, Wi July Lansing, low 
Manitowoc Nis July 23 Postville, low 


SUNDAY Enroute 


and 
OLD BUFFALO WILD WEST 





nd du Lac July 25 Prairie du Chein 

Wi Rapids 5 July Boscobel 

) Wausau July 2/7 Richland Center. 
une 6 Marshfield July Watertown 
June 7 Black River Falls July 29 Mauston 
June 18 Eau Claire July 30 Beaver Dam 


SUNDAY Enroute SUNDAY Enroute 
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Aug. | 
Aug. 2 
Aug 3 
Aug 4 
Aua 5 
Aug 6 
SUNDAY 
Aug 8 
Aug 9 
Aug. 10 
Aug. |] 
Aug. 12 
Aug. 13 
SUNDAY 
Aug. 15 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 17 
Aug. 18 
Aug. 19 
Aug. 20 
SUNDAY 
Aug. 22 
Aug. 23 
Aug. 24 
Aug. 25 
Aug. 26 
Aug. 27 
SUNDAY 
Aug. 29 
Aug. 30 
Aug. 31 
Sept. | 
Sept 2 
Sept 3 
SUNDAY 
Sept 

Sept 

Sept 


Sept. | 
SUNDAY 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 17 
SUNDAY 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 20 
Sept. 21 
Sept. 22 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 24 
SUNDAY 
Sept. 26 
Sept. 27 
Sept. 28 
Sept. 29 
Sept. 30 
Oct ] 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 4 
Oct. § 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 7 
Oct 8 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 12 
Oet Is 


May-June, 


Elkhorn, 
Monroe, 
Platteville, 
Lancaster, 
Dodgeville 


Ft. Atkins, 
Enroute 


Neenah-Manasha 
New London 
Oconto, 
Marinette, 
Escanaba, 
Manistique 


Enroute 


Crandon 

Tomahowk. 

Merrill 

Tomah, 

La Crosse, 

Viroqua 

Enroute 

Galena, 
Savanna. 


Rochelle 
Dixon 


g DeKalb, 
Belvidere, 


Enroute 


Harvard 


McHenry, 
Elgin. 

West Chicago, 
La Grange, 
Island, 


Blue 


Enroute 


Harvey, 


Hammond. 
Whiting, 
Michigan City, 
LaPorte, 

Gary, 


-Enroute 


Chicago Heights, 
Watseka, 

4 Tuscola, 
Sullivan, 
Robinson, 
Grayville, 


Enroute 


Henders¢ on, 
Morganfield, 
Providence, 
Marion, 
Princeton, 
Greenville, 


Enroute 


Beaver Dam, 
Litchfield, 
Fordsville, 

Owensboro, 
Howesville. 
Hardingsburg, 


Enroute. 
West Point, 
Shelbyville, 
_ Frankfort, 
Paris, 
Maysville, 
Flemingsbura, 


Enroute 


Carlisle, 

Mt. Sterling, 

7 _ Lexington, 
Williamstown, 


196) 





Letterhcad used in 


Oct. 14 
Oct. 15 
SUNDAY 
Oet. 17 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 22 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 24 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 26 
Oct. 27 
Oct. 28 
Oct. 29 
SUNDAY 
Oct. 31 
Ne Vv ] 
Nov 2 
Nov 3 
Nov 4 
Nov 5 
SUNDAY 
Nov 7 
Nov 8 
Nov 9 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 1] 
Nov 12 
SUNDAY 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 16 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 19 
SUNDAY 
Nov. 21 
Nov. 22 
Nov. 23 
Nov. 24 
Nov. 25 
Nov. 26 
SUNDAY 
Nov. 28 
Nov. 29 
Nov. 30 
Dec 
Dec. 2 
Dec 3 
SUNDAY 
Dec 5 
Dec 6 
Dec 7 
Dec 8 


* eS He Lee ® pertet ts! re 95s bene sie eae? 


RHODA ROYAL 


GREATEST 


THRET 


1919. Colors 


Lawrencebura, 
Harrodsburg 

Enroute 
Somerset, 
Whitley City, 
Lebanon, 
Elizabethtown, 
Munfordsville, 
Glasgow 

Enroute 
Russellville 
Sprinafield, T 
Columbia, T 


AC 


WORLD 
> RING 


mbined with 


Old Butialo Wild West 


TOURED 
CIRCUS 


are red lettering with illustrations in brown. 


Ky 
Ky 


Ky 
enn 
enn 


Lawrenceburg, Tenn 


Sheffield. Ala 
Corinth. Miss 
Enroute 
Marked Tree, Ark 
_ Osceola, Ark 
Blytheville, Ark 
Paragould, Ark 
Earle. Ark 
Augusta, Ark 
Enroute 
Forrest City, Ark 
Marianna, Ark 
Holly Grove, Ark 
Clarendon, Art 
Watson. Ark 
Dumas. Ark 
Enroute 
Warren, Ark 
Dermott, Ark 
Crossett, Ark 
Lake Village, Ark 
Eudora, Ark 
Lake Providence, Ark 
Enroute 
Tallulah, La 
St. Joseph, La 
Winnsboro, La 
Vidalia, La 
Jena, La 
Winnifield, La 
Enroute 
Minden, La 
Oil City, La 
Mansfield, La 
Zwollo, La. 
Leesville, La 
‘ De Ridder, La 
Enroute 
Elizabeth, La 
Oakdale, La 
Lake Charles, La 
Jennings, La 


Dec 9 Crowley La 
Dec. 10 Abbeville, La 
Dec. 11 La Fayette, La 
Dec 12 Jeanerette, La 
Dec. 13 Franklin, La 
Dec. 14 Potterson, La 
Dec. 15 : . Houma. La 
Dec. 16 . 7 _ Napoleonville, La 
Dec. 17 Thibodaux. La 
Dec. 18 Lockport, La 
Dec. 19 New Orleans. Lo 
Dec 20 New Orleans. La 
De Cc 2 | New Orleans La 
Dec. 22 New Orleans. La 
Dec. 23 New Orleans, La 
Dec. 24 New Orleans, La 
Dec. 25 New Orleans, La 
SEASON ENDS 

Wintered in New Orleans, Louisiana 

Official Route — 1922 
RHODA ROYAL 
BIG THREE RING CIRCUS 

1922 season opened at Biloxi, Missi 
sippi, Wednesday, March 15th, 1922 
Moar. 15 Biloxi, Mi 
Mar. 16 Mobile, Ala 
SUNDAY Enroute 
Mar. 22 Pine Apple, Ala 
Mar. 23 Pensacola, Fla 
Mar. 24 Milton, Fla 
Mar. 25 De Funiak Springs, Fla 
SUNDAY—Enroute 
Mar. 27 Chipley, Fla 
Mar. 28 Panama City, Fla 
Mar. 29 Marianna, Fla 
Mar. 30 River Junction, Fla 
Mar. 31] Quincy, Fla 
Apr ] Tallahassee, Fla 
SUNDAY—Enroute 
Apr 3 Bainbridge, Ga 
Apr 4 Donaldsonville, Ga 
Apr 5 Dothan, Ala 
Apr 6 Ozark, Ala 
Apr 7 Troy, Ala 

Closed here and went to Vandevire 
Park, Montgomery, Alabama. Gollmar 


Brothers circus, 


Thi 


was the 


winterquarters. } 


last of The Rhoda f 








< ya 


The 


Circus. One Week already billed in Geor 
gia and Alabama was cancelled 
show was to have gone to Columbus 


over the Central of Ga 


Railway 


Page 
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UNDER THE MARQUE 


BY TOM PARKINSON 


There is speculation that the Ringling 
show is on the verge of another overseas 
tour for its second unit. That unit has 
‘returned to Venice, Fla., quarters and it 
reportedly shows a profit on its adven- 
tures in South America. 

Now there is talk of going either to 
Japan or to Europe. Show officials have 
denied such plans fairly recently. A wall 
map in the show’s Madison Square Gar- 
den office had marks for the European 
towns with arenas, but show executives 
said the idea, which has been discussed 
for a couple of years, had been killed by 
John Ringling North. 

The fact remains that various Ringling 
sources indicate the European tour is 
still much a possibility. Some of the South 
American show’s money was banked in 
Switzerland, although this could be for 
any of a dozen reasons, some of them 
involving promoters rather than the show. 
Art Concello has spent time in Europe 
recently. 

A drawback is that international re- 
lations make Berlin look like a hot spot 
for the future. Japan also is being con- 
sidered in the light of world events. 

The company bought a new floor mat 
for the Number 1] unit, and this would 
make the other mat available for a sec- 
ond unit. The No. 2 unit already had 
its own aerial rigging and used it in 
South America. So equipment would ap- 
pear to be available. 

Both Art Concello and Rudy Bundy 
have purchased railroad coaches from 
the Ringling show and are having them 
converted into private cars. Both are ex- 
army cars that have been on the show 
since the late 1940s. They will be spotted 
at the Venice quarters and used by their 
owners as residences when they are at the 
quarters rather than on the show or at 
their Sarasota homes. Concello also re- 
tains the Randy, private car he has owned 
for some years. The car Bundy has was 
formerly number 372 and before that 
it was 66, It had been used by Henry 
North and Concello cn the show, when 
each had half of it. 

Of the 25 cars the show bought from 
the army, 15 are refitted and on the 
circus now, one is at the Circus World 


Museum and now two are sold as private 
cars. 

Fred Pfening’s Circusiana Publishers 
is now preparing programs for Wallace 
Bros. as well as Carson and Barnes. He 
will do a 1961 Beatty Route Book also. 


Jimmy Cole closed with Kelly-Miller 
because of health and returned home to 
Penn Yan, then joined the King show in 
the wagon. Mrs. Cole still has the white 
wagon with K-M . Barbette closed 
with Pollack Bros. Circus. Shortly there- 
afier, he trained an aerial ballet group 
for Clyde Bros. That show will use the 
Barnes-Carruthers staff for training an- 
other ballet this summer, although 
Howard Suesz is pleased with the work 
Barbette did . Kelly-Miller plans to 
resume its street parades soon. 


Charlie Smith, who did an aerial act 
on the Dailey show and is related to 
Bertha Drane, and to Paul Pyle, is with 
the Ringling show and supervises the 
unloading and loading. Some of the 
new improvements on the show train 
were developed by him. He also has 
built a new wagon to haul shop equip- 
ment on the show. It is a small wagon 
that loads with the cages and floats. 


A deal that fell through at the last 
minute would have sold the Hagen show 
to a New Jersey business man this spring. 
Now it is completely off. The business 
man is the same person who dickered 
to start a new Downie Bros. a couple of 
winters ago and earlier talked with Arnold 
Maley about starting a show. 


Beers-Barnes has been doing well... 
Joe McMahon is expected to route Kelly- 
Miller into the East... Carson & Barnes 
goes to Canada and appears likely to 
come out of Canada at a point west of 
where it enters . King Bros. is in 
New England and changing contracting 
agents frequently . . . Wednesday has 
developed into a big day for show busi- 
ness in the Chicago area. Ringling last 
year and this found that business is 
surprisingly big on that day of the week. 
It seems to be because the doctors, bar- 
bers, some storekeepers and certain others 
take Wednesdays off. Jack Smith and his 
seal act have left Carson and Barnes and 
joined Wallace Bros. 


Kelly-Miller this year is using a new backyard system for visitors. Since 
the show is headed for territory where people will be seeing it for the first 


time, the set-up is important. 


The show requires that each backyard visitor buy a ticket to the big 
show. This, of course, is in line with what fan organizations expect of 
their members anyway. The ticket will admit the buyer to the show and 
it also qualifies him for a backyard pass. That pass is needed if one 
expects to visit in the backyard and take photos there. 


The ticket is to be purchased at the regular wagon. Then the visitor 
may apply at the main entrance for a backyard pass. 


Tom Parkinson 


CHS MEMBER TRAVELS 
WITH MILLS BROS. CIRCUS 


COLUMBIA, Mo., June 22—Robert C. 
Sweet, candidate for a Ph.D. degree in 
sociology at the University of Missouri, 
plans to leave today (June 22) to tour 
New England with the Mills Brothers 
Circus. 


Sweet will live in his Volkswagen bus 
while interviewing and observing mem- 
bers of the Circus for his doctoral dis- 
sertation on ‘The Circus: A Study of 
Institutional Continuity and Change.’’ 
Arrangements for the researcn were made 
with Jack Mills, president and general 
manager, who travels with the Circus. 


In his two or three months with the 
Circus, Sweet will study it as a traditional 
organization, feeling the impact of a 
changing society. He also will study cir- 
cus life from the occupational viewpoint, 
and as a group of families. His adviser 
for the study is Dr. Robert W. Habenstein, 
asscciate professor of sociology. 


From 1957 to 1959, Sweet was a 
part-time instructor in the University 
department of sociology. Before that time, 
he was with the city government of Des 
Moines, lowa. 


A native of Madison, Wis., Sweet 
received his B.S. Degree from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin there after service 
in the U. S. Army. His master’s degree 
was obtained from the University of 
Chicago. He is a member of the Circus 
Historical Society. 


Sweet and his wife, the former June 
Reque of Chicago, Ill., live with their 
two children at Rainbow Trailer Ct., 
Columbia. 


MODERN 
CIRCUS PHOTOS 


BEATTY-COLE — CARSON & BARNES 
BEERS-BARNES — HAGEN BROS. 
CRISTIANI BROS. — MILLS BROS. 

WALLACE BROS. and FAMOUS COLE. 


5x 7" Beautiful Color or Black & White. 
Write for new list and sample photo 


HAYES GANIARD 
CLARKLAKE, MICHIGAN 





ON VACATION 


and Editor 
of The Bandwagon will be on vacation 
from July 29 to August 14. 


The Secretary-Treasurer 


WE'RE JUMPIN’ TO JOPLIN — 


SEE YOU THERE! 


The BANDWAGON 
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PERMANENT ADDRESS 
221 West Poplar St., 


HARRISBURG. 





The Kit Carson Buffalo Ranch Wild West letternead shown Kit Carson Wild We 


background is green, with the 


here is a five color one. The 


name Buffalo Ranch, the feathers 


is blue and yellow in the 


THE HERTZBERG 
CIRCUS COLLECTION 


The Hertzberg Circus Collection of 
the San Antonio Public Library announce 
the recent acquisition of the hand 
carved wooden Sphinx which adorned the 


‘‘Egypt’’ tableaux parade wagon of the 
Ringling title. The artifact was the gift 
to the Hertzberg Circus Collection f 


Karl Kae Knecht of Evansville, Indiana 
and was an outstanding piece of work 
as produced by the Moeller Bros. Wagon 


Wisconsin prior to the 
Knecht also has 


Shop of Baraboo, 
turn of the century. Mr 
presented the Hertzberg Circus Collec 
tion with a banner of ‘’Goliath’’ as used 
by the Ringling title during the thirties 
This was used to advantage by the col 
lection on a weekly TV program which 
Leonard Farley presents on KONO-TV 
in San Antonio every Saturday morning 
for the children of the area. 

During February Charles and Roslie 
Hoffman of Chicago presented a program 
of circus movies for an_ enthusiastic 
audience The occasion was a stop-over 
for the Hoffmans on their way Cali- 
fornia 


On the agenda for the Hertzberg Col- 
lection with the date undertermined as 
yet will be a reception in honor of 
Thomas W. Duncan the renowned author 
of “’Ring Horse’’ and ‘Gus The Great.”’ 


Mr. Duncan’s new book ‘’Virgo Descend- 
ing’’ will be published this Spring in 
London and New York simultaneously 
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CHS member Tom — erlanda has miniature circus to the Circus Hall f 
recently gifted the Hertzberg Circus Col Fame in Sarasota where it is now on 


lection with a trapeze used ‘a ne time 


DY Alfredo E. dona 


CIRCUS HALL OF FAME 


January 5th marked the peaqinning 


f the 6th vear of the Circus Halll f 
Fame Ci mmemoroating this occasion 
there was placed on display for the 
first time an old Roman war chariot 


which had just been restored by Dr 


H. Chester Hoyt, Curator of the Circus 
Museum. This chariot had been in the 
possession of the Circus Hal! of Fame 


for some time but it had never been dis 
p.ayed because of its dilapidated condi- 
tion. Before restoration was started coat 
ings of paint half inch to an inch thick 
completely obliterated the true form of 
the chariot. As the layers of paint were 
removed there came to view the glitter 
of colored stones and the rare beauty of 
wood carving that had been completely 
unsuspected The history of this chari t 
is unknown but inasmuch as it came t 


the Circus Hall of Fame in a collection 
that included the Dentzel family wood 
carvings of early carousel pieces, one 


wonders whether this chariot might not 
have been one of the earliest carousel 
pieces 

Wally Smith who displayed his miniature 
circus in department stores and hospital: 
and other places throughout the country 


ver the years has presented his complete 


cisplay complete with biq top, animal 
and side show 
wi:d west spec, etc. A real old-fashioned 
circuS parade is complete with steam 
calliope bringing up the Members 
each band 
each caqe 
forming their 


tent, menaaqerie. midway 


rear 
f the band are to be seen on 
animals are in 
and camels 
interesting feature of the 


wagon, wild 
with elephants 


wn line. One 


circus lot, whnicn incidentally is strewn 
with sawdust, has the office wagon with 
its Open door revealing complete minia 
ture furnishings in the rays of electric 
light: 


Pau! 
loveable clown who passed 
on recently, have been presented to the 
Circus Hall of Fame and a special exhibit 
commemorating this famous personality 
is now displayed in the clown bay of the 
circus museum. The exhibit includes that 
‘janitor’ hat that identified Paul 
the years, his wig, shoes and other per 
onal items 


Jack W 


The personal effects of the late 
Jerome, the 


over 


Burke of Wallace Brothers 
Circus, formerly of King Brothers. has 
donated to the Side Show Museum of the 
Circus Hall of Fame the skins of tw 

Reticulated Pythons. One Measuring over 
19 feet is the skin of a python that was 
captured by the late Frank ‘Bring’em 
Back Alive’’ Buck. The other skin, 
22 feet long and measuring more 
2 feet across at its part is 
f ‘‘Satan’’ the python that Jack 

exhibited at state fairs in recent 


Over 
than 
that 
Burke 


years 


widest 
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OPERATION FOLLOWUP 


In the March-April 1961 edition of 
the White Tops there appeared one 
of the most interesting and nostalgic 
circus articles that it has been my 
pleasure to read in quite some time. 
| am refering to the Joe Bradbury 
story on his trips to Ringling quarters 
in Sarasota. | am a little envious of 
Joe as it has never been my pleasure 
to make the trip but at the same time 
! am most grateful that someone who 
is as interested in circuses and rail 
shows in particular has taken the time 
to record all the information that he 
has and to pass some of it along to 
others. 


After reading and_ re-reading the 
article | felt compelled to make a trip 
to New York and the Garden to see 
the Ringling show and to find out for 
myself just what wagons were still in 
use and any other information that 
was available. My trip was not In vain 
and the paragraphs below will speak 
for themselves. | would like to dedicate 
them to Joe Bradbury who has _ pro- 
vided me wtih hours of interesting read- 
ing and | hope that future editions of 
The Bandwagon and The White Tops 
will carry many more of his well writ- 
ten and informative stories. 


On Tuesday, May 2nd, Ed Schofield 


of the Bridgeton Evening News and 
| trekked up the New Jersey Turnpike 
to see the Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Cir- 
cus on display at Palisades Amusement 
Park and then on to New York and 
the Garden to see Ringling. This being 
my first trip to the Garden and my 
first view of Ringling since 1956 made 
the trip a little more exciting for me 
than the usual visit to a circus. 


It was a damp overcast day not very 
conducive to under canvas circusing and 
it became more evident by the size of 
the 3:30 matinee that Beatty put on 
at the parking lot of this hugh enter- 
tainment resort. | doubt if over 200 
sople were in the stands but those 
that were there were treated to the 
full performance. Frank Orman told me 
that the evening before only 37 per- 
sons went through the front gate and 
the management sloughed the show and 
refunded the money. Business has been 
reported good on Saturdays and Sun- 
days when three shows are given but 
that week days have shown poor at- 
tendance and overall business has shown 
a decrease from previous years. 


The show looks very good on the 
lot with everything newly painted and 
in very good condition. All new can- 
vas is in use this year but the big top 
suffered a blowndown before the en- 
gagement opened and has been shipped 
back to Sarasota for repairs. It will 
probably be returned in time for the 
Philadelphia engagement. The show uses 
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By Bill Elbirn 


a separate menagerie top for the large 
stands and although | didn’t get the 
exact measurements it looks to be a 
seventy with three twenties. Inside the 
menagerie is the following stock: semi, 
giraffe; semi, 7 lions and 3 tigers, these 
are tne animals Beatty uses in his cage 
act; semi, hippo, this is used as a pit 
show when On one day stands; cross 
cage, tiger; cross cage, black bear; 
cross cage, leopard; cross cage, puma; 
cross cage, jaguar. The lead stock de- 
partment has 11 bulls, 2 camels and 
2 \lamas. 


| will not endeavor to review the 
show and rolling stock as time did not 
permit me to cover either of these im- 
portant items but | imagine that others 
more capable than | will do this before 
the season is over. 


Then on to the Garden and my main 
reason for taking the journey. We en- 
tered this hugh ediface through the press 
department and through the courtesy 
of Joe Shea we were permitted to look 
at the menagerie located in the base- 
ment before the customers were ad- 
mitted for the evening show. It makes 
quite an impressive layout with the 
cages and stock lining three walls and 
the platform acts lined up back to 
back down the center of the room. 
Nine platform acts are used and | 
believe that they are only engaged for 
this stand as is the menagerie only 
used on this stand. | had no idea what 
cages had been saved but | had no 
trouble listing those that were there 
was no crowd to interfere.. The cages 
on display are as follows: 


79 Kangaroo and guanaco ___ 12’ 
81 2 Bengal tigers 
75. Lion and Lioness 
76 Pig tail ape, 2 baboons ____ 12’ 
97 2 Gorillas 
— empty cage 
73 ~=Tiger, Chimp, Wolf 
78 Himalayan Bear, European 
Bear 
71 Monkeys 
85 Hippo, Lilly 
72 Leopard, Lioness and 


Also on display in pens were 2 
giraffes and the okapi that has been 
the center of so muci controversy in 
the past. The lead stock department 
lists 17 bulls, 3 camels, 2 llamas and 
a zebra. This is a far cry from the 
Ringling menagerie of the past but is 
much larger than can be seen on any 
other show. 


In addition to the above items that 
are on display for the public, the base- 
ment also holds the small shifting cages 
of the Trevor Bale cage act, the cages 
of the Kellar act now worked by Capt. 


Horn, all horses and ponies and about 
half of the baggage wagons new to 
the show this season. The rest of the 
baggage wagons are on the parking lot 
next to the building. Also on the park- 
ing lot is one giraffe den but | was un- 
able to find it to get the number. One 
other wagon is in the basement and 
that is old No. 10 now used to store 
the sideshow props used here. This is 
one thing that | cannot understand as 
Joe Bradbury lists No. 10 as being on 
the parking lot in Sarasota along with 
the other wagons that were being sent 
to Venice. This wagon is still painted 
Ringling red but |! saw no sign of a 
title on it. All the cages except the 
gorilla cage are just the same as they 
were when they came off the show in 
1956, still painted cookhouse green and 
carrving the shows title in that small 
shield on the back. The jungle motif 
is still on the sideboards and the wagons 
must be kept under cover as they are 
in very good condition considering that 
they haven’t been painted in five years 
Or more. 


The cages are used and kept at The 
Kiddie Zoo located on Upper Saddler 
River Road, Fairlawn, New Jersey. This 
is a park owned and operated by Robert 
Dietch. An employee told me that he 
owns now all the animals except the 
Okapi, the two giraffes and the hippo 
waich the show still owns, and the two 
gorillas waich are owned by a Mrs. Hoyt 
of Havana, Cuba. They are under the 
care of Jose Thomas. 


Returning to wagon No. 10, my last 
Ringling wagon list is 1955 and _ this 
wagon was listed as an animal supply 
wagon and was carried on the cage 
cut of the Ist section and is 14 feet 
long. 

My curiosity is now arroused and | 
won't be satisfied until | can visit the 
Kiddie Zoo and see what other wagons, 
if any, are left and to obtain some 
pictures of them as they are now usad. 
When this information is available, | 
will be glad to pass it along so that 
other nuts, as Joe refers to us, will be 
able to store it away with our other 
tidbits of information. 


Since gathering the above informa- 
tion, | have been told that another 
Ringling wagon is still in existance. 
This is a generator wagon that was 
bought from the show and moved to 
Cypress Gardens, Fla., where it was 
completely overhauled and repainted and 
is now in use as a power plant and is 
providing lights at that resort. This 
was furnished me by CFA member 
Howard Dolan. He stated that the num- 
ber had been removed when the wagon 
was painted and he was unable to find 
out which wagon it was but that other 
than having no number and no title 
on it, its appearance is just the same 
as when it once rode the flats. 


The BANDWAGON 
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WANTED 
CIRCUS MOVIES 


FROM YOUR COLLECTION 
16mm and 35mm ONLY 


NEEDED FOR AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTARY ON THE 
HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN CIRCUS FROM — 
RICKETTS TO RINGLING. 


We are looking for 
The Unique, The Unusual, The Rare, 
The Hard To Find 


PARADES 


BIG TOP PERFORMANCES 
SET UP MIDWAY COOKHOUSE RUNS 
BACK YARD SIDESHOW TEAR DOWN — TRAIN 


Do Not Send Film! 


Send Detailed Description of what you have 
so we can get together — Immediately. 


CIRCUS Bex No. 678. New York 19: Naw York 
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE!! 


196] CHS. CONVENTION 


JOPLIN, MISSOURI AUG. 3-4-5 


HOTEL CONNOR 
CONVENTION REGISTRATION WILL BE $10.00. 


It's not too late to plan to attend the 1961 Convention. Over 100 


of your fellow members have indicated that they will be there. 
Paul Van Pool, Convention Chairman, has planned many things 


for your entertainment. 


Dedication of Merle Evans Museum, August 3, Columbus, Kansas. 


This is near Joplin, and you can drive over in a few minutes. 


President's Reception — Ladies Luncheon — Annual Banquet — 
Movies — old and new — and of course the Gil Gray Circus. 


Something new has been added!! Eastman Kodak Company is 
sending a representative, who will talk on color stills and color 
movies. This is to be classed as a $100.00 lesson by an expert — 
and it should be of great value to all of us. (You can ask ques- 


tions too!) 


Hotel rates are very attractive. Single rooms at $4.50, $5.00, 
$6.00 and $7.00. Doubles are $6.00, $6.75, $8.00 and $8.50. 
Twins are $7.00, $8.00, $9.00 and $9.50. Suite for two is $12.00, 
$15.00, $18.00 and $25.00. 


Joplin is served by six airlines as well as railroads and busses. 


Good highways lead in from all directions. 


DECIDE NOW - COME TO JOPLIN - WE WILL WELCOME YOU! 


JOPLIN IN ‘61 — LET’S MAKE IT A BIG ONE!! 





